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THE HISTORY AND POTENTIAL 
FUTURE OF CAPE YORK PENINSULA 
[By CLEM LACK, B.A., Dip.Jour.] 
(Read at a meeting of the Society on 26 April 1962.) 
Thrust like a gigantic finger into the waters of the 
Coral Sea on its eastern side, on the north by Torres 
Strait, and on the west by the Gulf of Carpentaria, 
Cape York Peninsula forms the northernmost triangle 
of the Australian Continent. Its peak just further 
north than any other part of the Continent, and is 
separated from the New Guinea mainland by only 95 
miles of sea in the island-studded Torres Strait, which 
was named by Alexander Dalrymple, an eminent 
British hydrographer, on a chart published in 1767, in 
honour of Luis Vaez de Torres, who discovered it in 
1606. 
It is still an empty primeval wilderness occupied by 
only a handful of white people, although their numbers 
have been increased somewhat since Comalco began 
estabhshing their great bauxite enterprise at Weipa on 
GEORGE ELPHINSTONE DALRYMPLE 
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the Embley River. ^^^ Passengers flying north from 
Cooktown to Thursday Island pass over seemingly end-
less patches of rain forest streaked with spinifex and 
scrub, interspersed with lonely wastes of sand. From 
Cooktown to Princess Charlotte Bay, which commemo-
rates the hoydenish young princess who died in child-
birth soon after the bay was named, passengers fly 
over a northern extension of the contorted Bellenden-
Ker Range. 2^^  Princess Charlotte Bay, named by Lieu-
tenant Charles Jeffreys, commander of H.M. (Colonial 
brig Kangaroo in 1815, is the largest indentation on 
our eastern coast. From the Bay to Iron Range the 
mountains are abrupt and sheer as the edge of a knife, 
their crests raked by turbulent south-east winds. Iron 
Range has a port ten miles away to the east. Cook, re-
membering a ducal patron, called it Portland Roads. 
From Iron Range onward the mountains taper off and 
turn inland. To starboard for hundreds of miles runs a 
wavering white line in blue sea, where Pacific rollers are 
breaking on the Barrier Reef. There is the Pascoe 
River where Kennedy the explorer was killed by abori-
ginal spears in 1848, leaving Jacky Jacky, commemo-
rated by the river of the same name, to struggle on 
alone to the waiting schooner at Port Albany. This is 
the coast where Cook beat out through the reef, fearing 
shoal water, and sailed back again in distress after a 
week of Pacific storms to windward and the reef on his 
lee. This is also the coast which led Sir Joseph Banks, 
passenger in the Endeavour, to assert and thereafter 
believe that Australia was a savage continent of barren 
sand. 
House of The Jardines 
There is Somerset, with the triple prongs of Cape 
York just beyond it—where the great house of the 
Jardines was built. There Frank Jardine ^^^ planted his 
(1) The Embley River with the Hey, empties into Albatross Bay in the Gulf 
of Carpentaria. It commemorates J . T. Embley, a surveyor who did 
valuable exploratory work in the 1880 's . 
(2) The Bellenden-Ker Range was named by Captain Phillip Parker King 
of the Mermaid on 22 June 1819, after John Bellenden-Ker, a descen-
dant of two old Scottish families. One of the main objects of the north-
east coast expedition of George Elphinstone Dalrymple in 1873 was to 
accomplish the ascent of Bellenden-Ker. On 17 November of that year 
two members of his party, Johnstone and Hill, with eight troopers, 
succeeded in reaching the highest point. Dalrymple named Bartle Frere 
(5,287 ft .) , the highest mountain in Queensland, after the president of 
the Royal Geographical Society of that period. A scientific expedition to 
the Range in 1889, led by Archibald Meston, formed the subject of a 
Queensland Parl iamentary Paper published in that year. 
(3) Frank Jardine (1841-1919), explorer, pastoralist, and pearler, died aged 
77. His wife, the daughter of a Samoan chief, was 66 when she died in 
1923. They are buried in a small enclosure not far from the beach 
under a grove of palm trees. A small stone monument commemorates 
them. 
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tropical fruit garden, and imposed the law on black 
savages, Torres Strait raiders, pearl stealers, and white 
desperadoes with rifle and cutlass. The original house, 
an ant-ridden ruin, with grass growing through the 
floor boards, has been rebuilt in smaller compass by 
the Native Affairs Department, a caretaker installed. 
ALEX. JARDINE 
and the whole area is maintained as a reserve. The tall 
coconut palms, after 80 years' growth, were cut down 
during the war by soldiers who wanted a drink of 
coconut milk. It was at Somerset that young Barbara 
Thomson, Boroto's white gin, the castaway who had 
been adopted by an aboriginal tribe and lived with 
them for four and a half years, was rescued by a party 
from H.M.S. Rattlesnake. 
Towards the tip of the Cape near the Jardine River 
is the plot of land which Jack McLaren (*) hewed out of 
(4) Jack McLaren (1887-1954), the son of the Rev. John McLaren, a 
Presbyterian clergyman, was a Victorian by bir th. As a young man 
he wandered all over the South Seas, and for a time owned a 
pearling lugger, which was wrecked on the New Guinea coast. My 
Crowded Solitude, the book which he published in 1926, relates his 
experiences on Cape York Peninsula, where he lived for eight years 
in a house that he built himself. McLaren who wrote more than 
40 books, many of which describe his own adventures, served in the 
British Ministry of Information during the Second World War. He 
died in Brighton, England, on 16 May, 1954.—Ed. 
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the jungle single-handed in the first decade of the cen-
tury to grow coconut palms. 
Beyond is Cape York. I compared it at the beginning 
of this paper with a gigantic finger, but in a strict 
geographical sense it is a triple cape, like a fisherman's 
trident, its sides steep and fringed with coral islands. In 
nautical language, to starboard is the Coral Sea, and 
the Arafura Sea is to port. Ahead are the islands. 
FRANK JARDINE 
Continental Islands 
There are seemingly more islands than can be 
counted. Close at hand is the Prince of Wales group, 
with Thursday Island in the midst. These are con-
tinental islands—they are the peaks of mountains that 
remained above the water when the land bridge 
with New Guinea subsided beneath the waves. They 
are steep hilly islands covered with forests. Here 
and there coral has built flat sea-level platforms against 
their sides and there mangroves grow. Only one of 
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them, Horn Island, 5^) ^^s enough flat ground for an 
airstrip. During World War II Horn Island was the 
tactical base for air operations in the Torres Strait 
area. By 1942 airfields had been constructed, or were 
under construction, at many points on Cape York 
Peninsula. It had its first raid on 21 March 1942. Nine 
American P40's based there shot down two Zeros and 
one bomber for the loss of one P40 shot down and one 
Model of the sister ship of the "Duyfken," first recorded ship to sight the coast of 
Australia (Cape York, Queensland), 1606. 
damaged. Horn Island received its heaviest air raid on 
7 July 1942. About 200 bombs fell in the R.A.A.F. camp 
area, damaging buildings, and equipment, and wound-
ing three airmen. 
Beyond the Prince of Wales group, to the north, is 
a complex of reefs and shoals, with an occasional low 
(5) Horn Island, about 20 square miles in area, lies 15 miles north-west of 
Cape York. I t takes its name from the highest eminence. Horned Hill 
(341 ft.) which Matthew Flinders (1803) described as "forming some-
thing like two horns at the t o p . " The aboriginal name is Narupai. Reef 
gold occurs on the island, which in 1894 was proclaimed a goldfield. 
Within two years 1,080 oz. Avere produced. In 1899-1900 efforts were 
made to develop the field on a large scale. A company was formed and 
a crushing plant erected; a re turn of about 760 oz. of gold was obtained 
before operations w-ere abandoned. Since 1902 the field has been almost 
deserted. The Cape York Peninsula overland telegraph line traverses 
Horn Island. 
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island, until the New Guinea coast looms over the 
horizon. To the east are the coral cays, the northern-
most efflorescence of the Barrier Reef—where the sea 
boils over hidden reefs and only occasionally finds an 
island shore to break on. 
Saga of Voyagers 
Frail craft have gone up through these waters 
bound for Timor which is nearer to Cape York than is 
Brisbane. After the mutiny of the Bounty, the redoubt-
CAPTAIN MATTHEW FLINDERS, R.N. 
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able and much-maligned Bligh, a man to whom recorded 
history has not done justice, with his 17 loyal followers, 
found their way through the Barrier Reef to Direction 
Island; they had come 2,400 miles in 28 days in an open 
boat, supplied with rations for only nine days. After 
recuperating on Restoration Island at the southern 
extremity of Weymouth Bay, Bligh and his men went 
up through Torres Strait and on to Timor, the total 
distance being 3,600 miles, and the time occupied 41 
days. This is the longest recorded open-boat voyage in 
history. The nearest approach to it was the voyage 
some thirty years ago of the ship's boats of the 
Trevessa—from the wreck in the Indian Ocean to the 
island of Mauritius, 1,700 miles. Within two years, 
some of the Bounty mutineers were to pass over Bligh's 
tracks up this coast, also in open boats. H.M.S. Pandora 
which had gone to Tahiti and arrested 14 of the 
mutineers, was wrecked on the Great Barrier Reef on 
her homeward voyage. Four open boats, each carrying 
a number of Bounty men, called at Orford Bay for fresh 
water, and then safely made the journey of 1,000 miles 
to Timor. 
Many other remarkable open-boat voyages, sea-
faring adventures, tragedies of shipwreck and disaster 
are interwoven with the history of Cape York Penin-
sula and its waters. They make colourful pages in our 
continental story. I have included them in a chrono-
logical appendix for the purposes of historical record. 
Matthew Flinders completed the survey which 
Cook, who had first charted the Northern passage, had 
begun. Flinders charted the channel which is now the 
main seaway—a 10-fathom channel to the north of 
Hammond Island. 
The Islanders 
Where the Torres Strait Islanders came from is a 
question on which anthropologists refuse to be dog-
matic. Some of them have the deeply chiselled Samoan 
features, others the smooth faces and big shoulders of 
the Polynesian. Their language also varies from island 
to island. From the days since the white men began 
importing labour for pearling, Malay, Chinese, Solomon 
Island and Filipino strains have been diffused. Descen-
dants of a race of sea warriors, their history and 
legends form a fascinating and little known chapter to 
Australian history. The blood-streaked romances 
usually associated in literature and films with the 
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TORRES STRAIT ISLANDERS 
marching down Queen Street in Jubilee Procession, 1951. 
pirates of the Caribbean Sea have their parallel in the 
story of these waters. Of piracy, head-hunting, black-
birding, pearl stealing, and every conceivable kind of 
villainy these quiet reef-studded islands of blue, white, 
and gold have stories to every square yard of sea that 
rival the exploits of Blackboard and Henry Morgan. 
More detailed reference to the Torres Strait Islanders 
and their legends, as well as the voyages of Polynesian 
navigators in the Pacific, will be made in a second paper 
next year. 
The great Peninsula region is about one-eighth of 
the total area of Queensland, is equal in size to the 
State of Victoria. It is almost 90,000 square miles in 
extent, with a breadth of 300 miles along a base hne 
extending from Normanton in the west to Cairns in the 
east, and measures roughly some 500 miles from base 
to apex. 
Land of Romance and Tragedy 
This strange, remote land, with its fascinating 
history that is a bizarre blend of romance, tragedy, and 
high adventure, has been for more than a century 
Queensland's Forgotten Province; with the develop-
ment of the world's greatest bauxite field at Weipa, and 
the building of access roads for the beef industry for 
the quicker transport of cattle to railheads, it is certain 
to play an outstanding role in Queensland's rise to 
pre-eminence among the Australian States as poten-
tially the richest part of the Australian Common-
wealth. 
Cape York Peninsula and the seas which wash its 
shores constitute possibly the most remarkable region 
Sketch Map of Cape York Peninsula, showing towns and principal cattle stations. 
in the world. Not only is it a storehouse of picturesque 
history; it is also a unique land in its physiography and 
geographical features. The average annual rainfall in 
the Peninsula varies from less than 30 inches in the 
south to 70 inches at Cape York, rising to 160 inches in 
the high coastal ranges south of Cooktown. It has the 
most curious rivers in the world. Half the river dis-
charge of Queensland pours from them into the Gulf of 
950
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Carpentaria, although their watersheds occupy only 
'one-eighth of the area of Queensland. In the dry 
season they are mere sandy ravines; in the "wet" they 
are converted into raging torrents miles wide. Their 
calculated flow of 60 milhon acre feet is six times that 
of the Murray River system, and much more than one^ 
fourth of the total stream discharge of Australia. 
Biggest rivers are the Gilbert and the Mitchell (^^ which 
flow into the Gulf of Carpentaria. The Mitchell has the 
greatest discharge of any Queensland river. Its average 
annual discharge is computed to be about 8 million acre 
feet, compared with the 5,800,000 acre feet of the 
Burdekin, and between 4 million and 5 million acre feet 
for each of the Fitzroy, Herbert, Tully, and Normanby 
Rivers, So far as irrigation potential is concerned, the 
Peninsula is the best endowed section of the State, but 
the soils, with some exceptions, are generally of low 
fertility and there are very few sites for even 
moderately sized reservoirs. 
Strange Rivers 
Strangest feature of the Mitchell and Gilbert 
systems is the formation of "distributaries," as distinct 
from tributaries. Creeks flow out from one river and 
empty into another, or meander back to the parent 
stream. In other instances they break away and pursue 
their own course to the sea.^ ^^  
(6) The Gilbert River rises in the Gilbert Range, a spur of the Gregory 
Range, and flows for 312 miles, mainly through well-wooded country, to 
enter the Gulf of Carpentaria in its south-eastern corner. I ts main 
tributary, the Einasleigh River, which rises in the Great Dividing 
Range, is 260 miles in length and joins the Gilbert about 90 miles from 
its mouth. In flood times the Gilbert overflows in its lower reaches and 
runs into the Gulf through a number of mouths. The Gilbert River was 
discovered by Ludwig Leichhardt in July 1845 aiyi was named in honour 
of his lost companion, the naturalist John Gilbert. The Mitchell rises in 
the Great Dividing Range on the east coast of North Queensland between 
Mossman and Cairns, and flows generally north-westward across Cape 
York Peninsula to enter the Gulf of Carpentaria. The river, which is 
about 350 miles in length, receives a large number of tr ibutaries, 
including the Lynd, Palmer, Tate, Walsh, and Hodgkinson Rivers. I t 
flows permanently for only about three-quarters of the year. I t was 
discovered by Ludwig Leichhardt in 1845, and named after Sir Thomas 
Mitchell. 
(7) Magnificent Creek flows out of the Mitchell and rejoins it near the 
mouth. The Scrutton River flows from the Mitchell into the Nassau 
which itself comes from the Mitchell and empties into the Gulf. Both 
the Gilbert and the Mitchell systems begin to shed their water some 120 
to 150 miles from the coast. Tributaries leave the river and fan out 
towards the coast, and over a frontage to the Gulf of fully 170 miles 
the numerous estuaries entering the sea belong to channels that have 
left the two parent streams. Between the two is the Staaten River, 
itself a major stream, but really nothing more than a great channel into 
which the " d i s t r i b u t a r i e s " of Ijoth parent rivers flow. 
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The Staaten River rises in the south of Cape York 
Peninsula, and flows north-westward into the Gulf of 
Carpentaria which it enters about 10 miles north of the 
Gilbert River. The Staaten is about 185 miles in length, 
but is intermittent until about 30 miles from its mouth. 
It was discovered and named by Carstensz, skipper of 
the Dutch exploration ship Pera which anchored in its 
swamp-lined estuary in 1623, The first to encounter it 
by land were Frank and Alexander Jardine, who in 
1864 named it the Ferguson in honour of Sir George 
Ferguson Bowen, Governor of Queensland, 1859-68. The 
original name, however, was retained. 
Archer and Wenlock Rivers 
The Archer River, 170 miles in length, rises in the 
Mcllwraith Range and flows westward across the 
Peninsula into the Gulf of Carpentaria. Its only impor-
tant tributary is the Coen (65 miles). The Archer has 
a catchment of 5,035 square miles. The main stream 
was crossed by Frank Jardine and his party on 5 
January 1865 and named Archer after the notable 
pioneer family of Gracemere, Rockhampton. Jardine 
described the valley of the Archer as being "of great 
richness and beauty, and the best country for cattle 
seen north of Broadsound." The Wenlock, with a catch-
ment area of 2,760 square miles, also rises in the 
Mcllwraith Range, and flows west and north across the 
Peninsula for some 160 miles to enter the Gulf of 
Carpentaria at Port Musgrave, a harbour on the west 
coast of Cape York Peninsula. ^^^ 
It was long believed that the Wenlock was the 
Batavia River discovered by the Dutch voyager Wilham 
Jansz in 1606, and because a boating party from his 
ship the Duyfken rowed up an estuary there, it was 
believed that the present Wenlock was the first Austra-
lian stream to be entered by white men. The Duyfken 
actually did come to anchor in Port Musgrave, but the 
river entered by its boat's crew was not the present 
Wenlock but the estuary of the combined Dulhunty-
Ducie rivers, which also enters Port Musgrave. ^^^ 
(8) It was described in 1S87, Avhen it was named in honour of Sir Anthony 
Musgrave, as " o n e of the finest natural harbours on the Queensland 
coas t . " The estuary is about five miles in width and because the 
entrance is safe in all weathers, it provides a useful refuge for shipping 
caught in heavy weather during the north-west monsoon. 
(9) This (•(jinbination of rivers, another queer feature of the Peninsula, was 
named Rivier Carpentier in 1623 by another Dutch voyager Jan Car-
stensz in honour of Pieter de Carpentier, Governor-General of the Dutch 
East Indies, but soon afterwards the name Rivier Batavia was sub-
sti tuted for Carpentier by officials of the Dutch East India Company. 
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It does not appear that any of the Dutch voyagers 
ever saw the present Wenlock River, nor was it 
recorded by Matthew Fhnders in 1802, though he 
makes correct reference to the Batavia River. 
Batavia Renamed Wenlock 
The next explorers to reach the area, this time 
from the land, were members of the Jardine party of 
1864-65, one of whom, Richardson, the surveyor, 
assume(i that the headwaters of the present Wenlock 
were those of the Batavia and so gave the stream that 
name. Later investigators proved that the river encoun-
tered by the Jardine expedition was in fact the stream 
entering Port Musgrave from the south, and therefore 
was not the Batavia of the Dutch voyagers, although 
by this time it had been so named on maps of Queens-
land. However, the real reason why the name Batavia 
was officially abandoned in 1939 was because an aero-
drome had been established in the locality and it was 
being confused with Batavia in Java. The name Wen-
lock was adopted because it had already been given to 
a parish and a goldfield in the locality. So that we have 
another curious quirk of geography in our history of 
the Peninsula in the fact that it was not until 1939, 
and then only because of international confusion, that 
the stream which had been the "Batavia" for almost a 
century at long last was given a name corresponding 
with geographical and historical accuracy. 
The Holroyd and the Coleman, which together 
have a catchment of 2,250 miles, are two other small 
streams flowing into the Gulf. Both rivers have their 
estuaries in the Pacific, flowing north into Princess 
Charlotte Bay. These are the most important of the 
eight streams flowing east into the Pacific. 
The Wet Desert 
Through the Upper Peninsula region, the country 
becomes so saturated in the wet season that it is turned 
into a vast expanse of morass and swamp, known as 
the "Wet Desert," in which the explorers Kennedy, 
the Jardines, and Logan Jack became bogged. Within 
70 miles of the Cape, and extending to the south of the 
Jardine River down to Temple Bay, there is so much 
moisture that water can be found anywhere at the 
height of the dry season; water can be found between 
five and six feet below the surface, and every httle 
creek flows all the year round with clear pure water. 
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Here it is wet always, the torrential rains of the mon-
soonal season maintaining its swampy state. It is 
indeed a desert that has more oases than the Sahara, 
for here and there are numbers of grassy areas with 
plenty of food for horses and cattle. 
Legend of Great South Land 
From the time of Ptolemy, a celebrated astronomer 
and geographer who flourished in Alexandria in 139 
A.D., the existence of a great unknown continent of 
the south connecting Africa and the country beyond 
India south of the Equator, was postulated. (i°> The 
assumption, in fact, can be traced back more than a 
hundred years before Ptolemy's day, to the time of 
Tiberius, when a Latin poet talked of the great south 
land, of which a portion was habitable, that lay beneath 
men's feet. 
The imaginative accounts of early seamen whose 
tales of mermaids and sirens had their possible foun-
dation in the dugong which lifts its round head out of 
the water, carrying its baby under its flipper, were 
reflected in the efforts of the earliest cartographers. 
In the 8th century map of Beatus, a Spanish monk, the 
notion of a flat earth surrounded by a circular sea is 
followed, except that part of the circular ocean cuts off 
a segment from the south, where the fabulous Antipo-
deans were believed to live, and it has been claimed in 
some quarters that this was an early representation of 
Australia, Here in the Antipodes lived the Sciapods, a 
people who had such enormous feet that when they lay 
on their backs they could use them as a roof to shelter 
them from the burning rays of the sun! The Antipodes 
(10) The ancients were impressed with the idea of a Terra Australis 
which wais one day to be revealed. The Phoenician mariners had 
made their way through the outlet of the Red Sea to eastern 
Africa, the Persian Gulf, and the coasts of India and Sumatra. 
But the geographer Ptolemy, in the 2nd century, still conceived the 
Indian Ocean to be an inland sea, bounded on the south by an un-
known land, which connected the Chersonesus Aurea (Malay Pen-
insula) with the promontory of Prasuni in eastern Africa. Tliis er-
roneous notion prevailed in mediaeval Europe, although some travel-
lers like Marco Polo heard, rumours in China of large insular coun-
tries to tlie south-east. The .Australian mainland was known as "Great 
J a v a " t(i the Portuguese early in the 16th century; and the follow-
ing passage in the Descriptions Ptolemaicae Augmentum of Cornelius 
Wyfliet. ])rinted at Louvain in l.">98, is the first distinct account 
that occurs of the continent which became known as Australia; 
" T h e Au.stralis Terra is the most southern of all lands, and is 
separated from New Guinea by a narrow strai t . I t s shores are hitherto 
but little known, since, after one voyage and another, that rout has 
been (le.scrted, and seldom is the country visited, unless when sailors 
are driven there by storms. The Australis Terra begins at one or 
two degrees from the equator and is ascertained by some to be of 
so great an extent, that if it were throughly explored it would be 
regarded as a fifth part of the wor ld . " 
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signifled literally those who have their feet over against 
each other. Thus Trevisa, in 1398, says that in Ethiopia 
are the Antipodes, men that have their feet against our 
feet! As applied in geography the term meant the 
inhabitants of any two opposite points of the globe, 
or, in other words, the dwellers at the opposite extremi-
ties of any diameter of the earth. 
Kangaroo on Early Maps 
On the cover of "Speculum Orbis Terra," published 
in Louvain in 1593 by Gerard the Jew, with a preface 
by Cornelius the Jew, and a diplomatic dedication to a 
Christian Bishop, the artist has drawn the cover to 
symbolise the four quarters of the globe. In the top 
corners are the horse and the camel, and in the bottom 
the lion and the "monster," the latter representing the 
Great Southland, or Australia. 
What monster do you think is represented? The 
artist, no doubt listening to tales of old sailors in the 
taverns, has drawn something that vaguely resembles 
the kangaroo! It is a creature of great muscular 
strength with what appears to be a camel's head, and 
four huge paws. In its pouch as big as a horse's feed 
bag are two young ones. 
As far as I can learn that was the first published 
picture of the kangaroo! Wallabies, probably from New 
Guinea, were seen alive in the Court of Ferdinand and 
Isabella of Spain in the very early 16th century. 
A Heretical Doctrine 
Lactantius in the 4th century A.D., writing On 
the Heretical Doctrine of the Globular Form of the 
Earth (quoted by Draper, History of Intellectual 
Development) said: 
"Is it possible that men can be so absurd as to 
beheve that there are crops and the trees on the other 
side of the earth that hang downward, and that men 
have their feet higher than their heads ? If you ask 
them how they defend these monstrosities; how 
things do not fall away from the earth on that side, 
they reply that the nature of things is such that 
heavy bodies tend toward the centre like the spokes 
of a wheel, while hght bodies, as clouds, smoke, fire, 
tend from the centre to the heavens on all sides. Now 
I am really at a loss what to say of those who, when 
they have once gone wrong steadily persevere in their 
folly, and defend one absurd opinion by another," 
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In the fifteenth century the generality of men, 
in Europe at least, still believed that the earth was flat. 
Some doubted; they were few. It was the old question: 
who was there fool enough to dream that there could 
be a race of men on the other side of the earth with 
their heads pointing downwards into the sky? What 
would keep them from falling off ? 
Early Oriental Visitors 
The Asiatics, it would appear, knew of the existence 
of Australia, "The Great South Land," long before 
European voyagers, and Asiatic voyagers were early 
visitors to Australia's eastern waters. It could be a 
pure accident of history that this continent escaped 
being colonised by Oriental expeditions which periodi-
cally ranged the Indian and Paciflc Oceans. The 
Chinese are reputed to have known of the existence of 
"The Great South Land" from the 12th century, Kublai 
Khan, the Grand Khan of the Mongols, and Emperor 
of China, grandson of Genghis Khan, ruled an empire 
which, including the western Mongol States of the 
Golden Horde on the Volga and the Ilkhans in Persia, 
extended from the Arctic Ocean to the Straits of 
Malacca, and from Korea to Asia Minor and the con-
fines of Hungary, Indo-China, Burma, and Java were 
invaded by his navies and great captains of war and 
acknowledged his supremacy. If his fleets had sailed 
a little further south, Arnhem Land, or possibly New 
Guinea, might have become another province of 
Imperial China . . centuries before the shadow of Com-
munist China loomed over the lands of eastern Asia 
and the East Indian Archipelago. 
Chinese characters, almost obliterated by time, on 
the famous "Investigator" tree from Sweer's Island, 
now in the Queensland Museum, would seem to indicate 
that Chinese junks came seeking beche-de-mer in the 
Gulf of Carpentaria at least half a century before Cook 
sailed along the eastern coast, and a hundred years 
before Flinders' "Investigator" visited these waters. 
Japanese history books refer to voyages made to the 
eastern coast of Australia during the early part of the 
15th century. The Japanese "Pirate of the Paciflc," 
Yamada Nagamaso, is said to have landed his cut-
throats on Cape York Peninsula between 1628 and 1633. 
He called it Sei-tso, "The South Land of Pearls," When 
Flinders was at Arnhem Land in 1803, he encountered 
no fewer than 60 Malay prahus engaged in beche-de-
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mer fishing. There seems good ground for supposing 
that in times earlier Malay prahus and Chinese junks 
penetrated as far as Gulf waters, touched at points on 
the Peninsula coast of the Gulf, and abducted natives. 
The Last of the Conquistadores 
The voyage of Fernandez de Quiros who left 
Callao, Peru, on 21 December 1605 with three vessels, 
was the first determined and deliberately planned 
attempt by the Western World to discover the elusive 
Southland. On 1 May 1606, he took possession of land 
which he believed was the unknown Continent, and to 
which he gave the name Austrialia del Espiritu Santo 
"for the happy memory of Your Majesty, and for the 
sake of the name of Austria," as he phrased it in a 
memorial addressed to Philip III who was a Prince of 
the House of Austria. The luckless de Quiros was first 
commander, or Capitana, of the expedition. His second 
in command, or Almirante, was Luis Vaez de Torres, a 
Breton, not a Spaniard, who holds the greater interest 
for us because he was the first actually known dis-
coverer of the Strait that bears his name on our maps. 
Circumstances in the accounts of de Quiros's 
voyage, given by others than de Quiros himself, throw 
considerable doubt on the veracity of the Capitana of 
the expedition. Torres, writing from Manila on 12 July 
1607 an account of the discoveries, related that there 
was in the early part of the voyage considerable differ-
ences of opinion between de Quiros and Torres as to the 
route to be pursued, the latter advocating a more 
southerly course than his commander saw fit to follow. 
Later, in February, when about two months out, the 
crew of de Quiros' vessel, the Capitana, or flagship, the 
San Pedro y San Pablo (150 tons), were mutinous, 
designing to go directly to Manila. De Torres related, 
in regard to this incident, tha t : 
"On this account he (de Quiros) sent the chief 
pilot a prisoner on board my ship without doing 
anything further to him or others, though I strongly 
importuned him to punish them or give me leave to 
punish them; but he did not choose to do it, from 
whence succeeded what Your Majesty knows, since 
they made him turn from the course (voyage) as it 
win be mentioned and he has probably said at Your 
Majesty's court," 
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Differences With Torres 
Subsequently after leaving the friendly island of 
Taumaco (lat, 10 deg. S.), in the present Duff group, 
early in April 1606, there was a further difference of 
opinion as to the course, de Torres again urging that a 
southerly direction should be pursued. On 1 May, a 
large land mass, with high mountains and a bay of 
considerable extent, was discovered. De Quiros believed 
he had found the Great Southland, and jubilantly 
named it Austrialia del Espiritu Santo. Actuahy it was 
the largest island in a group of islands later named by 
James Cook the New Hebrides, approximately lat. 15 
deg, 21 min. 
The bay de Quiros named San Philippe y Santiago 
(St. Philip and St. James), with capes St, Ursula, Don 
Juan de Espinosa, San Scholastica, and others, and 
rivers named Salvador, Battle and the Jordan, wide as 
the Guadalquivir at Seville. 
It is evident that de Quiros was a weak commander 
who was unable to exercise effective control over 
officers and crew. There were constant mutterings of 
mutiny, and matters reached a climax on 11 June, when 
de Quiros was forced by the threats of mutineers to 
abandon his expedition, and sail away on his own. 
The ships had lain 35 days in the Bay de San 
Felipe y Santiago, when the incident occurred on 11 
June, which is thus described by de Torres: 
"From within this bay, and from the most shel-
tered part of it, the Capitana (flagship) departed at 
one hour past midnight, without any notice given to 
us, and without making any signal. But my temper 
was different from that of . . . . de Quiros." 
There seems to be little doubt that de Quiros, who 
had been sick from flsh poisoning, was led astray by his 
men who took control and sailed out, deliberately losing 
touch with the San Pedrico, the 100-ton ship com-
manded by Torres. 
Torres does not seem to have definitely known the 
cause of the departure, but he must obviously have 
suspected a mutiny of the seamen, Juan Luis Arias, in 
a memorial addressed to the Spanish king, declared that 
de Quiros "for certain reasons . . , , which hitherto have 
not been ascertained with entire certainty, left the 
Almiranta (Torres' ship) and the Zabre (frigate) in 
the said bay, and himself sailed with his ship, the 
Capitana (flagship) for Mexico," 
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Torres Navigates the Straits 
Torres coasted along the Louisiade Archipelago, 
sighted the hills and islands of Cape York, and spent 
two months surveying the intricate navigation of the 
stretch of water now known as Torres Strait between 
Austraha and New Guinea, He came very close to 
making, if he did not actually make, the discovery of 
the Southland claimed by de Quiros, After the deser-
tion of de Quiros, whether under duress or otherwise, 
de Torres waited fifteen days at the land del Espiritu 
Santo for him, and then as he did not appear, deter-
mined to carry out the king's orders. After sailing as 
far around the island as the weather and currents per-
mitted, and establishing the fact that it was after all 
an island and not a new continent, Torres took a south-
west course to (apparently from the account of Arias) 
20 deg, south, then "finding himself in great straits" 1 
degree further to the south, and seeing no sign of land, 
put back to the north-west until he sighted the coast of 
New Guinea (probably the islands to the south-east of 
it) in 11J deg. south latitude. He hugged this coast 
fairly closely through the months of July to October 
1606, de Prado making for him a general chart with 
detailed surveys of several bays, and eventually found 
his way to Manila. He had grappled with the difficult 
navigation of the Strait to which almost 200 years later 
his name was given, and he had probably caught sight 
of high land, in what is now known as Prince of Wales 
Island, if not of the actual mainland of Cape York. The 
maps of one hundred years later give very little indica-
tion of those carefully surveyed straits, while they 
show in considerable detail, and as probably part of the 
mainland, the false notions of de Quiros regarding 
Terra Austriaha del Espirita Santo. 
The Fatal Letter 
De Quiros, last of the Conquistadores, had his 
veracity impugned in a letter written by Don Diego de 
Prado y Tovar, captain of the flagship and one of the 
mutineers, presumably the leader, from Goa in India 
on 24 December 1613 to the king's Secretary. He 
wrote: 
"That which Pedro Fernandez de Quiros—the liar 
—discovered were some reefs and small islands, for 
his crew mutinied without that prattler seeing it, for 
he was in his cabin aft. He was not listened to, and 
they told him to keep in his cabin and hold his 
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tongue. He thus saved his life . . . he might as well 
be conflned as a lunatic . . . such low and mendacious 
fellows ought to be of no account." 
One must feel great sympathy for de Quiros. 
Undoubtedly his credit was destroyed by malicious and 
vindictive enemies. De Prado abuses de Quiros as 
"yesterday a clerk of a merchant ship," "a Portuguese, 
and a low and lying man." It must be remembered that 
this letter, which is stated by Collingridge in his 
Discovery of Australia to be in the archives of 
Simancas, and a subsequent letter in which de Prado 
blames de Quiros for not having discovered the 
Southern Continent, were both written by a man who 
had been made prisoner by de Quiros and was therefore 
his implacable and mortal enemy, and determined to 
ruin him. The letters were fatal to de Quiros. 
Died Without Honour 
The last of the Conquistadores died without 
honour. For seven years after he returned from his 
voyage, de Quiros wrote memorials—flfty of them in 
fifty months! The first was written on the flyleaves of 
a pamphlet, de Quiros selhng his clothes to print it. To 
defray the expenses of the third he pawned the royal 
banner under which he had taken possession of the 
supposed continent.^") He wrote in one of these memo-
rials this impassioned plea: 
"All that has been lost in America may be gained 
in Austrialia del Espiritu Santo. It seems as if God 
kept the better and richer lands to the last, and for 
a man of such good intent. Hasten, my lords, hasten 
the measures for the greatness and necessity of this 
enterprise; it is only for this once. . . . The length is 
as much as all Europe and Asia Minor, so far as the 
Caspian and Persia, with all the islands of the Medi-
(11) Three companies were drawn upon the beach. Bermudez says: " T h e 
banners were fluttering and brightening the whole scene, received 
their tribute from discharges of muskets and arquebuses ." Quiros 
knelt and said: " 0 land! sought for so long, intended to be found 
by so many, and so desired by me I " An orange wood cross was 
carried in procession, held by Torres, priests kneeling. The cross was 
raised as Bermudez read a solemn pronouncement. He had also 
composed a poem: 
"Behold how we have found these lands, 
Now clearly seen by mortal ken. 
These are regions now made known. 
Pressed by feet of Christian men. 
Unknown no longer is their fate, 
NoAv full knowledge points them there, 
No longer hid in fleecy clouds, 
God His secrets now lays b a r e . " a t 
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terranean, including the two islands of England and 
Ireland." 
But de Quiros was a discredited man. Sneering 
disbelief was his portion. He was coldly received by 
the Spanish Court. Although he was doled out a 
meagre 500 ducats for his services to Spain, which 
impoverished him and ruined his health, ah his records 
were suppressed from the Spanish national archives, 
and some of his flndings are probably still unknown. 
So far as human knowledge extends, Dutch navi-
gators were the flrst white men to land on the western 
coast of Cape York Peninsula, The coastline is sprinkled 
liberally with Dutch place-names, and the Dutch name 
for the whole continent. New Holland, was in general 
use until the beginning of the 19th century. The name 
Australia in its present signiflcation was flrst suggested 
by Captain Matthew Flinders, and adopted about 1817; 
but the word was used in Purchas his Pilgrimes (1625) 
and other old works for the unknown Southern 
continent. 
Cook Settles The Question 
The question whether Australia was an island was 
settled beyond doubt by Cook, when he rounded Cape 
York on 16 August 1770. Off the coast is Possession 
Island, with the tide race of Endeavour Strait sluicing 
between. Cook landed here on 21 August 1770 at 
Possession Island, and at 6 a.m. on 22 August, he took 
possession of the whole of the territory, from latitude 
38 deg. south north to latitude 10 deg. 30 min. south in 
the name of His Majesty, King George the Third. On 
Possession Island Cook saw two aborigines with bows 
and arrows; they were probably Torres Strait Is-
landers. 
Systematic charting of the coast of Cape York 
Peninsula for the British Admiralty was commenced 
by Flinders in 1802. 
Exploration of the interior began in 1848 with a 
disastrous expedition led by Edmund Kennedy which 
landed at Rockingham Bay late in May of that year 
with the intention of overlanding to the northern tip 
of the Peninsula, Three years earlier Dr. Ludwig 
Leichhardt traversed the central and western base of 
the Peninsula to the Mitchell River, and reported good 
grazing country on his route from the south. Pastoral 
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CAPTAIN JAMES COOK, R.N. 
Discoverer of the East Coast of Australia from Torres Straits to 38' S. Of his 125 
days on the Coast he spent 100 in Queensland. Of his ten landings nine were in 
Queensland and only one (at Botany Bay) in any other State of Australia. 
occupation followed, and before the mid-1860's 
extended to Carpentaria Downs on the Einasleigh 
River, almost as far north as the south end of the 
Peninsula. 
First on the Mitchell 
By 1873 cattle herds were on the way to Cape 
York Peninsula. First of the early pioneers to take up 
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a cattle run on the Mitchell River was A. C. Grant, who 
left the Bowen River with 300 fat cattle from Havilah 
Station for Skene and Henderson, and in 1873(^ 2) IQQ^ 
up Wrotham Park, between the Mitchell and Walsh 
Rivers, on Elizabeth Creek, 120 miles N.N.E. from 
Georgetown, which Edward Palmer described as "a 
nice open piece of country, consisting of black soil flats 
Monument at Possession Island, Torres Straits, where Cook took possession of the 
East Coast of Australia on 23 August 1770. 
and ridges." To-day Wrotham Park is one of the best 
and largest privately owned properties in North 
Queensland. It is owned by the estate of the late 
Walter Lawrence. A Queensland Government Experi-
mental Station on Wrotham Park is doing useful work 
in pasture improvement. Next to take up pastoral 
country on the Mitchell water was Edward Palmer, 
(12) This is the year given by Edward Palmer, Early Days in North 
Queensland. Survey Office records show that the actual date when 
Wrotham Park was taken up was 16 Juue 1874, tlie lessee being 
George Henderson of Havilah, 
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who, in conjunction with John Stevenson and Walter 
Reid, took up and stocked Gamboola in 1879 with cattle 
from Ravenswood and Mt, McConnel runs. 
Firths at Mount Surprise 
When the Palmer goldfield was opened, the farthest 
out-station stocked on the overland route was Mount 
Surprise, on Junction Creek, held by the Fir ths; this 
was more than 200 miles from the diggings by the 
nearest practicable road. The road was opened by 
drovers, carriers, and miners, and crossed the Tate, the 
Walsh, and the Mitchell Rivers, and then fohowed up 
the Palmer River through some of the roughest country 
in North Queensland. When Cooktown was opened as 
a port for the diggings, the overland route was aban-
doned for dray traffic, and droving stock alone used it. 
•The consumption of beef on the Palmer fields for 
several years demanded an average annual supply of 
from 15,000 to 20,000 head, most of the cattle realising 
from £7 to £10 each. The stock came principally from 
coastal runs, Dotswood and the Burdekin country 
supplying much of i t ; Bowen Downs and Aramac also 
sending in many large mobs. 
Lalla Rookh and Rokeby 
Glenville and Charles Massey in 1881 left Sonoma 
Station in the Bowen district with 1,000 head of cattle, 
intending to take up land on the Lynd River. 
As this country had already been settled. Glen 
stayed with the cattle at Wrotham Park Station, while 
Charles went on various expeditions to the north in 
quest of new country. In 1882, on the Stewart River 
30 miles below Coen, Lalla Rookh was founded. In 1884 
they took up a second block of country on the Coen 
River, west of Coen township. The new station was 
named Rokeby. 
Blacks speared the cattle and bad seasons, distance 
from markets and low prices took their toll. All stores 
had to come from Cooktown nearly 250 miles distant at 
£35 per ton freight. 
Here Charles Massey was killed by the blacks in 
1885, He had ridden out to seek some missing cattle 
which had strayed into coastal scrub north of the 
Stewart River. He passed a number of blacks who 
returned his friendly greeting, but one of them threw 
a spear which struck him in the back. Massey galloped 
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back to the homestead. His brother Glenville did what 
he could, but was unable to pull out the deeply 
embedded spear. The two brothers rode into Coen to 
obtain medical attention, but Charles, who had lost a 
great deal of blood, died soon after arrival, fohowing 
an agonising ride of 130 miles. 
Rokeby, 830 square miles, is now held by John 
Herbert Broinowski, John Darling, and Harold Edward 
Corbould, tenants-in-common. The lease of the former 
expired holding of Rokeby began on 1 July 1960. 
Rokeby has a double frontage to the Archer and Coen 
Rivers. 
Lalla Rookh was in after years bought as a State 
station and renamed Silver Plains. In 1885 Robert 
Sefton, the well known prospector, pioneered York 
Downs, at the head of Mission River. (^ 3) Surveyor J. T, 
Embley made the station his headquarters. Embley 
subsequently took up Thornbury station in 1891. 
Lockerbie and Galloway, taken up by Frank Jardine, 
date from about the same period. 
Langi, on the Archer River, was taken up by 
Ebenezer Knott, in 1883. His brother was killed by the 
blacks in 1885. Merluna was occupied by Watson Bros, 
in 1883, and Edward Watson was killed by the blacks 
in 1888, in an attack on Pine Tree Station, which had 
been established by Patrick Fox in 1887. 
Boralja and Koolburra 
In 1874 Harry Jones took up Boralja, a block of 
country a few miles from Laura. In 1880 he took up 
Koolburra, aboriginal for "emu," west of Laura. Jones 
was murdered in his sleep one night by a 14-year-old 
aboriginal boy. The murderer was captured by native 
troopers. He was tried at Cooktown, where he was 
acquitted because of his youth, and returned to his 
tribe. 
The present-day lessee of Koolburra holding, 615 
square miles, is William Henry Gostelow and Miles Leo 
Gostelow, tenants-in-common. The existing lease com-
menced in 1948. 
The present-day Boralja holding, 471 square miles, 
comprising the amalgamation of Boralja, Brixton, 
Delingur, Upper Laura, and Red Bluff surrendered 
holdings, is held by Edward Sydney Elms, Snr., Vera 
Irene Elms, his wife, Edward Sydney Elms and Leonard 
(13) Merluna with York Dow'iis became a State station. I t was later sold 
to F. H . Keppel for £2,500 cash. 
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'George Elms, as tenants-in-common, under a lease 
dating from 1949. 
Rutland Plains 
The furthest north-western cattle station on the 
Peninsula is Rutland Plains. Further inland are more 
northerly stations, but they do not reach to the coast 
as does Rutland Plains, which covers an area of 929 
square miles and has at times carried up to 15,000 head 
of cattle. Rutland Plains consists of the original Rut-
land Plains expired holding, first taken up by Frank 
and Archer Bowman early in the present century, and 
two other holdings, Matchella surrendered holding and 
Lochnagar expired holding. The first cattle were 
brought to Rutland Plains by Don Mclntyre of Dal-
gonally fame, about 1903. Original holders of Loch-
nagar were Simpson and Wolfgram, but it was later 
acquired by Kidman and Angliss, who in 1916 pur-
chased the original Rutland Plains holding from the 
Curr Bros.; the Currs ^^"^^ had acquired it in 1912 from 
the Bowmans. 
Tenure of the present pastoral holding of Rutland 
Plains dates from 1 October 1954; the registered lessees 
are Wihiam Charles Anghss and Walter C. Palethorpe 
Kidman, (i^ ) 
Frank Bowman died on 2 September 1910 from an 
infection in the temple caused by a spear wound in-
(14) The Curr family are notable figures in Queensland pastoral history. 
Marmaduke Curr, father of Fred Curr, was born in Tasmania. As a 
lad, Marmaduke went to live with his brother-in-law, Hastings Cunning-
ham, of Mt. Emu Station, near Chepston, Victoria, to learn station 
management. In 1862 he went north to Bowen, and then on to the 
Burdekin, where he took up Gilgunyah station and stocked it with 400 
head of mixed cattle, in par tnership with his brother Montague. In 
1872 Montague took up and stocked Cardington station, and in 1875 
he took over Karmilorie on the Leichhardt River. In 1878 Marmaduke 
Curr sent 700 head of mixed cattle out to Donor 's Hill in the Gulf 
Country in charge of his brother Julius. A year later, Marmaduke took 
up Abingdon Downs, on the Einasleigh River, his brother Julius 
droving the cattle from Donor ' s Hill to Abingdon Downs. Marmaduke 
worked Abingdon with his three sons, Fred, Charles, and Walter. 
Marmaduke Curr died in 1898 at Abingdon. He was a splendid bush-
man, a great rough rider, and a fine shot with rifle and gun. After 
their father 's death, Fred and Charles Curr bought out Walter Cur r ' s 
and their s is ter 's shares in Abingdon Downs, Walter taking up and 
stocking country on the Nassau River. Walter Curr was a splendid 
shot. Every few years he would go off to Africa and do some big game 
hunting. In 1902 Fred Curr took up and stocked, for himself and his 
brother Charles, Inkerman Station on the Staaten River, but the station 
was sold six years later to their brother Walter. In 1912 they took 
over Rutland Plains, and a year later sold Abingdon Downs which had 
been the family home for 33 years. In 1916 Fred and Charles Curr 
entered into partnership with Sir William Angliss and Sir Sidney 
Kidman, and bought Iffley and Vena Park stations in the Gulf 
Country. Fred Curr, who was born in 1865, died in Brisbane in 1953. 
(15) Data obtained from Land Tenures Branch, Department of Public 
Lands, Brisbane. 
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flicted by a mission aborigine whom he shot following 
a treacherous attack from ambush by the native, 
Matchella is on the southern side of the Nassau 
River adjoining Inkerman Station. 
"Flooded" Country 
The original Rutland homestead was dismantled in 
1942; it was replaced by a new homestead some 30 
miles from the coast. A writer ^^^^  in Cummins and 
Campbell's magazine, from whose account some of 
these details have been obtained, has described this 
region as mostly "flooded" country with low-banked 
watercourses and no elevations, the nearest mountains 
being away up at the head of the Coleman River. 
Musterers generally make for home when heavy rain 
sets in during the monsoonal months. They are 
especially apprehensive of being caught in the coastal 
country, which becomes a vast sea of water stretching 
for miles on end. In 1942, over 30 inches were recorded 
in 24 hours. The homestead was a pinpoint island in a 
world of water, and stock losses were heavj'' on all 
stations. Carcases of cattle were later found in forks 
of trees 50 feet above the bed of the Nassau River. 
The mustering camp consists mainly of native stock-
men from the neighbouring Mitchell River Mission. 
Trials of the Pioneers 
Some idea of the vicissitudes of the early pioneers 
in the Peninsula can be gleaned from the fact that in 
the earlier years all stores for Rutland Plains and 
neighbouring stations had to be brought from Thurs-
day Island by the Mission lugger to Bowman's Landing 
on the Nassau. Often folk waiting for their supplies 
had to camp for a fortnight or more until the arrival 
of the lugger. There are plenty of stories to illustrate 
the fortitude of womenfolk in the Peninsula. Mrs. 
Frank Simpson, so the writer in Cummins and Camp-
bell's magazine tells us, went to Lochnagar as a 19-
year-old bride in 1915. When expecting her flrst child, 
she and her husband, two native women and some 
native "boys," started off on the week-long trip to 
Normanton at the end of November. Heavy rain forced 
them back after a few days. During the next three 
months, repeated but unsuccessful efforts were made 
to get the expectant mother away. Finally they got 
(16) Blanche Maynard, February 1949. 
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through to Normanton at the end of March, after a 
nightmare trip of three weeks over 200 miles of flooded 
country. At every one of the numerous rivers and 
creeks the four-wheeled buggy had to be dismantled 
and boated over in pieces in the tent fly after Mrs. 
Simpson and the native women had been taken across 
in the same precarious makeshift ferry. At one stage, 
Mrs. Simpson lived for two days in the buggy sur-
rounded by water, and on the flnal stage she walked for 
miles through mud. Only those who have experienced 
'rtwwtf<trtWyfi^'''rfwiiiitflfKffWfftff"tr^ 
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a "wet" on that low-lying coast can visualise the 
stupendous task that bushmen accomplished and the 
fortitude shown by the young mother-to-be whose child 
was born the following month. 
On another occasion, when food supplies were 
precariously low on the stations, Frank Simpson made 
the trip to Normanton at the height of the wet season 
with 13 packhorses and won safely through country 
"that would bog and drown a duck." 
Grim necessity also directed the voluntary effort of 
Wombie, an intelligent Kanaka, to get to Normanton 
to secure supphes for Dunbar one heavy "wet." Whilst 
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travelling between that station and the Staaten River 
he was speared five times by natives. Miraculously, 
none of the wounds was serious and he succeeded in 
pulling the spears out. Time after time he was forced 
to hide in lagoons beneath water lilies to evade the 
blacks. Deprived of his riding and packhorses, this 
dauntless man finally walked 40 miles before obtaining 
assistance. 
The country in this region is infested with hordes 
of wild pigs, as numerous and as ferocious as the swine 
of Gadara, and herds of wild cattle. Like the Jardine 
cattle, many strays became jungle dwellers. 
Construction of the Cape York Telegraph Line 
A notable event in North Queensland history was 
the construction of the Cape York telegraph line, begun 
in the middle of 1884 and completed early in 1886, when 
Thursday Island was connected by telegraph with the 
mainland. 
The first telegraph line in Queensland was erected 
in 1861. (^^^  Brisbane was linked with Sydney in the 
same year. Townsville was linked with the capital in 
1869. The line was continued to Cardwell, thence 
through the Etheridge goldfield to Normanton, in 1871. 
An account of the exploratory trip by Mr, J. R. 
Bradfield and his party which preceded the construc-
tion of the Cape York telegraph line is given in a paper 
delivered by Mr. Bradfield to members of the Society in 
1937, which is published in this journal consecutively 
with the present paper. 
Following Mr. Bradfield's report, tenders were 
called early in 1884 for the construction of a telegraph 
line connecting Fairview, 81 miles from Cooktown, with 
Cape York. The land line, on iron poles, was some 369 
miles in length. Construction was let by contract in two 
sections. The first section of 201 miles was from Fair-
view to Mein, and stations were erected at Musgrave 
and Coen, The second section of 168 miles 31 chains 
was commenced at the northern end from a station 
known as Paterson, near Cape York, to Mein. 
Other stations 60 miles apart, and known as 
McDonnell and Moreton, were also erected. (Construc-
tion commenced in July 1884, and was completed on 
15 October 1886, with the estabhshment of telegraphic 
(17) I t connected Brisbane and Ipswich. See Triumph in the Tropics, 
Cilento and Lack, Chapter XXIV, Transport and Communications, 
p. 301 
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connection with Thursday Island, The site at Paterson 
was later changed to Peak Point. Thence a line, partly 
submarine, stretches through Good Island and Horn 
Island to Thursday Island, Iron poles were mostly used 
to frustrate the voracity of white ants. On the first 
section the cost of clearing and erecting poles was £72 
per mile and on the second section £76/10/- per mile. 
Total cost was £67,329. The contracts did not include 
costs of surveys and carriage of iron poles and line 
material, and carriers made small fortunes. 
Frank Jardine of Somerset supervised the trans-
port arrangements for the second section, and it was 
during the construction of the line that he discovered 
the Ducie River, where two years later (1888) he 
established Bertiehaugh cattle station. 
Detachments of native police provided protection 
for the construction gangs. There were native police 
camps at Musgrave, Coen, and Mein. Pilfering of stores 
by the blacks was an ever-present problem. The natives 
showed a great partiality for the copper wire which 
they used as spearpoints, and insulators were much 
prized as spearheads. Loss of horses and bullocks by 
spearing was considerable, and there were a number of 
isolated attacks on workmen and teamsters. 
First in the Bowen District 
Earliest pastoralists in the Bowen district were 
J. G. Macdonald, of Inkerman, Frederick Bode, of 
Strathdon, W. Powell, of Salisbury Plains, Collings at 
Eton Vale, and A. C. Grant at Dartmoor. 
Reference to the beef industry in the Peninsula 
and Gulf areas, the construction of the network of beef 
roads which will link these great cattle reservoirs with 
the railheads, and other matters of particular interest 
to the industry is to be the subject of a paper by Mr. 
P, Fynes-Clinton, a member of the Society, so I will 
only discuss it with particular reference to the develop-
mental problems of the Shire of Cook. 
Queensland's Largest Shire 
The Cook Shire, of which the administrative centre 
is Cooktown, is unique in that it is the largest Shire in 
Queensland, the biggest local authority area in Aus-
tralia, and probably in the world. It has an area of 
47,000 square miles. Of this area, some 9,000 square 
miles are occupied by six mission stations and two 
Government aboriginal settlements. For purposes of 
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comparison, it is twice the size of Tasmania and two-
thirds the size of Victoria. 
Roughly triangular in shape, the Shire takes in the 
northern portion of Cape York Peninsula, with its apex 
at Cape York and its base along an irregular line 
traversing west from near Cape Tribulation (approxi-
mately halfway between Cairns and Cooktown), on the 
east coast for about two-thirds of the distance across 
the Peninsula, and then north-west to the mouth of the 
Edward River (approximately west of Cooktown) on 
the Gulf of Carpentaria. The eastern side of this 
triangle is the Pacific coastline and its western side the 
Gulf coasthne. 
Dance of the Hours 
Cook Shire has fallen on evil times. In its golden 
age, the Shire, which was originally pioneered by cattle-
men, enjoyed in the 'seventies a goldmining boom that 
was unparalleled in Australian history. Those hterally 
golden years, when like the spendthrift, Cooktown 
could say 
My candle burns at both ends; 
It will not last the night. 
But ah, my foes, and oh, my friends. 
It gives a lovely light! 
Cooktown made a lovely light, gorged to repletion 
with gold—gold by the ton; a brief hectic Dance of the 
Hours—until the gutted alluvial drifts petered out. For, 
as R. Logan Jack tells us in Northmost Australia: 
"Unfortunately alluvial gold, however rich, becomes 
exhausted sooner or later, and the richer the sooner. 
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The Palmer field opened in 1837, reached its zenith in 
1875, and had dwindled into insignificance by 1886." 
It was a short life and a merry one for Cooktown and 
the once flourishing townships of the Palmer Valley— 
Maytown, Palmerville, and the rest. From a population 
at one time reputed to be 15,000 whites and 20,000 
Chinese, Cook Shire's population had dwindled by the 
1954 census to 1,545 persons, excluding natives, Cook-
town's population being 450 to 500, with a handful of 
people at the three townships of Coen, Laura, and 
Bloomfleld. 
The first inland mail service based on Cooktown 
was estabhshed in 1874; the route was from Cooktown 
to Maytown via Palmer. This was serviced by pack-
horse. The first telegraph line to Cooktown was estab-
lished in 1876, running between Junction Creek (now 
Mt. Surprise) and Cooktown. Cooktown was the sea-
port where large ocean-going liners used to berth, for 
the Palmer and Hodgkinson goldfields, and mail to the 
centres routed via the Cooktown Post Office in 1876. 
Mail Direct From London 
It may not be generally known that Cooktown in 
its palmy days and until 1880 received its mail direct 
from London. The E and A Steamship Company 
operated a Torres Strait mail service on its London to 
Brisbane schedule. The service ceased in 1880 and was 
superseded by the Queensland Royal Mail Line, in 
association with the British-India Navigation Com-
pany, travelling between London and Brisbane, and 
calling at Cooktown. There was a staff of nine at the 
Cooktown Post Office in 1899. 
Population of the Shire at the 1961 census was 
1885. 
For many years the Shire local authority has been 
in financial difficulties. It reached such a stage that 
late in 1958 the State Government appointed Mr. 
Archibald Archer to investigate and report on the 
problems and potentialities of the Cook Shire, his 
terms of reference including investigation of the cattle 
industry and development of timber production in the 
Cook Shire, examination of grazing and agricultural 
potential of lands, and generally to make recommen-
dations which might lead to desirable economic develop-
ment in the region. 
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The Archer Report 
Upshot of Mr. Archer's report and recommenda-
tions was the Government's decision to dissolve the 
Cook Shire Council and to appoint an Administrator. 
Among other decisions was the expenditure of 
£100,000 on the Mulhgan Highway to ahow about 
11,000 cattle a year to be brought out in prime condition 
for market. 
Briefly, Mr, Archer's report showed that Cook 
Shire's main industry, cattle raising, appears to be the 
most practicable and profitable pursuit for some years 
to come. Particular difficulties experienced were poor 
access to markets, stock losses from tick, poor watering 
facilities, inadequate fencing, variable seasons, and 
dingo depredations. Among his many recommendations 
were proposals for better access to markets, provision 
of better roads, a policy to speed up efficiency of produc-
tion within the cattle industry, and at the same time 
attract "new blood" with capital into the area. In this 
MR. ARCHIBALD ARCHER 
consultant to the Queensland Government on land matters. Mr. Archer is a grandson 
pf Thomas Archer, of Gracemere, pioneer pastoral explorer. He is senior Vice-
President of the Royal National Association of Queensland, 
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latter connection he suggested rebates of freight 
charges into the area for breeding stock, mills, tanks, 
and plant for making dams and deepening waterholes; 
building materials, grass seed, etc.; granting of long 
term low interest rate loans for purchase of stock, 
equipment and materials; granting of income tax con-
cessions ; and reduction of the burden of shire rates by 
reorganisation of the Cook Shire local authority. 
In his survey Mr. Archer covered 3,000 miles of 
the Cook Shire by plane, truck, barge, and on foot and 
interviewed several hundred people and members of 
local authorities. 
Cattle Stations in Cook Shire 
There are 31 cattle stations in the. Cook Shire 
which corresponds roughly to the Cook pastoral divi-
sion. The cattle stations range in size from 200 to more 
than 4,500 square miles and in carrying capacity from 
as low as one or two beasts to about 13 beasts to the 
square mile, and the numbers of cattle were estimated 
to be about 125,000, (^^^  A number of smaller properties 
carry up to 500 head, Mr, Archer believes that the 
apphcation of the old Peninsula slogan of more "bulls, 
wire, and water" could well increase the estimated 
number of 125,000 by at least 30 per cent, whilst a 
further application of a programme of pasture improve-
ment on many properties could increase overall num-
bers to at least 200,000 head. 
Among the oldest of these stations, particulars of 
which I obtained from Mr. Duffy, of the Survey Office, 
are: Batavia Downs, taken up by James Burne of 
Cunnamulla on 25 August 1882; Rokeby, taken up by 
Charles Eyre Massy, Oscar Henry Massy and Glenville 
Massy of Sonoma Station, Bowen River, on 6 October 
1884; Koolburra, taken up by Henry Russell Jones, of 
Boralgo, Lower Laura, on 30 June 1883; Lakefield, 
taken up by Donald Mackenzie of Cooktown on 25 April 
1882; Ohve Vale, taken up by Maurice Fox, of Foxvale, 
on 5 December 1877; Palmervale, taken up by Patrick 
John Fox of Palmervale on 25 August 1881, per David 
J. Bell; Butcher's Hill, taken up by James Earl of 
Townsville on 14 March 1877; Springvale, originally 
(18) The names of these stations a re : Batavia Downs, Bromwell, Merluna, 
Aurukun Mission, Rokeby, Meripa, Mt. Croll, Lochinvar, Strathburn, 
Strathgordon, Strathmay,"Silver Plains, Yaraden, Violet Vale and Mus-
grave, Violet Vale, Kalpak. Kalinga, Koolburra, Lakefield and Laura, 
Kalpower, Olive Vale, Palmerville, Starcke, Butcher ' s Hill, Harvest 
Home, King 's Plains, and Springvale. 
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taken up by Thomas Morris on 15 March 1881, trans-
ferred to John Cook in 1886; Wrotham Park, taken up 
by George Henderson, of Havilah, on 16 July 1874. 
Twenty to 25 per cent of the Shire lies within the 
Great Australian Artesian Basin or the Cape York 
Artesian Basin. A flow of half a milhon gallons a day 
was obtained in 1957 in a bore at Weipa at 2,800 ft. 
Mr. Archer describes the water as good stock water 
and suitable for domestic purposes other than drinking. 
A limited number of artesian bores and wells through-
out the Shire provide reasonable quantities of good 
stock water. There are small areas of potential farming 
land on the coastal fringe, as well as cattle-fattening 
land when established to grasses such as guinea, para, 
molasses, etc., and to legumes such as Townsville 
lucerne, centro, etc. 
Potential Farm Land 
In the Cooktown-Butcher Hill area and in the 
Laura and Hann River region lies a fairly large area of 
potential farming land of good summer rainfall and of 
reasonably good soil content, development of which has 
sociological rather than agricultural problems. The 
balance of the Shire consists mostly of grazing land 
varying from poor grasstree country with sand soils to 
good basalt and alluvial country, which Mr. Archer 
describes as fair breeding and fattening country, there 
being some particularly good areas for breeding and 
fattening, notably along the western rivers system and 
on the Kennedy and Normanby Rivers system in the 
east. North of the Wenlock River the quality of the 
country for grazing generally deteriorates, although 
some small areas appear to be satisfactory and still 
smaller areas are available for the development of 
pasture fattening. 
Mr. Archer's view is that in spite of its high 
summer rainfall and lack of winter rainfall the Shire is 
probably within one of the safest cattle-raising areas 
in the State. Its disadvantages lie rather in its market-
ing problems and shortage of improvements on proper-
ties than in its rainfah. 
Agricultural Possibilities 
In a summary of its agricultural potential, Mr. 
Archer says that possibly up to 2,000 acres have been 
farmed at one time or another, but it is unlikely that 
more than 500 acres were being farmed at the present 
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day. Peanuts to the value of perhaps £6,000 were 
marketed in 1959, and the maize crop grown was valued 
at £1,000. Fruit thrives, notably citrus and all tropical 
fruits, and small quantities have been marketed 
through the years. Sugar, tobacco, cotton and coffee 
have all been grown successfully. Much timber has 
been milled in the Shire in the past, and a good deal 
remains yet to be marketed. One small veneer mill is 
producing at Bloomfleld and exporting to the south. 
The Shire has been a heavy producer of gold and 
tin in the past, but little is now coming out, Mr, Archer 
found much prospecting actively going on, and a num-
ber of small tin shows were operating. Mr. Archer 
comments that after the First World War land settle-
ment for farming was encouraged but failed through, 
it is beheved, the difficulties associated with erratic 
heavy rain during growing and harvesting, difficulties 
of marketing and lack of capital. There was, he found, 
no evidence to suggest that the cattle industry had 
deteriorated over the last few years; in fact it appeared 
to be increasing in its output—a gradual increase from 
88,000 in 1953 to 103,000 in 1958—although progress, 
because of lack of resources for development both 
private and State, is slow. Particularly in the cattle 
and mining industries it was evident that "new blood" 
was appearing. In the farming and timber industries 
a certain apathy was evident in the community which 
Mr, Archer attributes to isolation and to the failure of 
expected development to take place. However, generally 
he found among the people good faith in the area. 
Poor Access to Markets 
Access to markets is poor because of isolation and 
the absence of a railway connection. Many cattle are 
driven by stock route through the southern boundary 
of the Shire to the railhead at Mt, Molloy or to the 
Mareeba saleyards. This outlet absorbed some 11,000 
head in 1958, From the Laura River nearly 100 miles 
north of Mareeba this route crosses for 60 to 70 miles 
the rugged and stony Byerstown Range, Because of 
the absence of fencing on many properties fats and 
stores are trailed during mustering and eventually 
start their long walk which could vary from about 450 
miles in the north to 100 miles in the south. The trip 
over the stony range with little feed, coming on top of 
weeks on the road, takes its toll, Mr. Archer attests 
that losses and droppings—some 50 per cent of the 
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latter are probably recoverable later as poor stores— 
probably amount to from 5 to 10 per cent and occur 
mostly among the best and heaviest bullocks. It is not 
uncommon for drovers to throw and shoe cattle on this 
track; as many as 5 per cent in one mob have been 
shod. These losses are accentuated by the presence, at 
times, of foot rot or foot abscess in the cattle coming 
in good seasons from the swamp country to the North. 
Mr. Archer suggested that some improvements 
could be made to this stock route and this outlet would 
expand. Store stock sold in Mareeba are mostly 
absorbed by fatteners along the coast south from 
Cairns and by fatteners on the Tableland. 
Sea Transport of Cattle 
Another marketing method has been droving to 
an accessible spot nearest to the property over distances 
varying from 150 miles to a few miles and freighting 
by the cattle barge Wewak in 160 lot mobs to the 
Cairns Meat Export Co. Pty. Ltd. Queerah meatworks 
at Cairns. The sea trip averaged about 36 hours and 
varying from about 24 to as much as 48 hours. This 
outlet, which probably absorbed 3,000 head in 1958, 
took care of most of the fat cattle marketed from the 
Shire. To October 1958, the Wewak had lifted 19,353 
head of cattle to market out of the Cook Shire and in 
addition had shipped 600 head of cattle and horses into 
the Shire. The company owning the former L.C.T. 
Wewak, Marine Contractors and Towing Co. Ltd., lifted 
cattle from half a dozen places to Cairns and was open 
to charter if supply warranted. 
The Wewak drew 8 feet fully loaded and could lift 
cattle anywhere in sheltered water providing there 
were rough forcing yards. She had, comments Mr. 
Archer, done a great pioneering job with "sea beef," 
Cattle have been lifted from many rivers and beaches 
from all round the Peninsula, and were taken to New 
Guinea and elsewhere, and cargo has been shifted as 
far afleld as Darwin and Timor, 
In May 1959, the State Government was asked to 
consider flnancing a £300,000 ship to replace the 
Wewak, The Wewak, built in Glasgow in 1944, has 
contributed materially to development of the cattle 
industry in the Peninsula, and prospecting in remote 
areas for oil, bauxite, and minerals generally. Since the 
start of the sea beef scheme, the company has been 
assisted by the State Government through the Secon-
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dary Industries Division, with a bank guarantee and 
an annual subsidy. 
During 1960, the Wewak was grounded on Timor 
and was damaged to such an extent that the vessel was 
declared a total loss. The annual report of the Director 
of Secondary Industries and Chairman of the Industries 
Assistance Board for the year ended 30 June 1961 notes 
that the insurance claim for total loss and the Govern-
ment guaranteed overdraft (initially £10,000 in 1954) 
has been liquidated without loss. 
During the period in which the Wewak was operat-
ing, it carried 45,000 head of cattle. The Wewak had 
also carried oil-drilling and earth-moving equipment, 
and had made trips to New Guinea, the Northern Terri-
tory, and Mornington Island, 
New Shipping Service 
In the 1960 meat season a similar cattle shipping 
service was inaugurated by the Clausen Steamship 
Company, a Danish company specialising in the sea 
transport of cattle. This service extended as far afleld 
as the Northern Territory and even to Western Aus-
tralia. However, operations did not prove to be proflt-
able, and in the second half of 1960 the service was 
abandoned. Subsequently the company submitted pro-
posals as a basis for continuing the service, but with-
drew their offer before the application had been con-
sidered. As a result, no sea transport was available to 
carry cattle from the Gulf and the Peninsula to Queens-
land abattoirs on the east coast. 
Subsequently, the Marine Contracting and Towing 
Co, Ltd, submitted proposals to the State Government 
having as their object the re-establishment of the "sea 
beef" transport service. The provision of a subsidy of 
£1 per head of cattle transported by sea from the 
North was approved, the subsidy to apply for one year 
and then to be reviewed. The amount of subsidy was 
not considered to be sufficient by the company and the 
proposals were abandoned. Negotiations with other 
companies, with the exception of the Clausen Steam-
ship Company, proved to be fruitless. 
The Clausen Steamship Company agreed to build 
a suitable vessel for the trade with a carrying capacity 
of between 700 to 800 head of cattle and to re-establish 
the sea service along the north coast of Australia to 
the coastal meatworks. The proposal was on the basis 
of a subsidy of £50,000 per annum for three years and 
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a freight rate from the Gulf to Cairns of about £8 per 
head. 
In November 1961, the Minister for Labour and 
Industry (Mr. Ken J. Morris) announced that reopen-
ing of the shipping hnk along the north coast of Aus-
tralia to the coastal meatworks of Queensland is 
expected by the middle of 1962. Because the advan-
tages which would accrue from this sea beef service 
would help the Northern Territory as well as Queens-
land, the State Government has approached the Federal 
Government asking it to share the burden in relation 
to its territorial responsibility. Finality of arrange-
ments for a subsidised service, so far as Queensland is 
concerned, are now only dependent on the State Govern-
ment receiving satisfactory assurances from individual 
cattlemen that they will ship agreed numbers each 
year. The scheme entails construction of at least one, 
probably two vessels, each costing about £500,000. The 
vessels will be able to serve all recognised loading 
points. 
It was later announced that the service would 
begin on 18 May. The flrst ship on the run would be 
the Cora, owned and operated by the Clausen Shipping 
Co. The Cora, which has capacity for 600 head of fat 
cattle, will carry cattle to Cairns, Townsville, and 
Bowen meatworks. 
The State Government hopes that this beef ship-
ping service will do more to overcome the problem of 
seasonal unemployment in the meat industry from 
Bowen north than any other single factor. 
Cattle are also driven overland south from the 
Cooktown-Laura area to the pasture fatteners on the 
Daintree River, ^ ^^^ and taken by road transport along 
the Mulligan Highway to Mareeba. 
Rise and Fall of Smithfield 
One of the most remarkable chapters in our his-
tory is the story of Smithfield. The Town of Smithfield 
was founded by "BiU" (Wilham) Smith, bushman and 
explorer, on the Barron River. Smith, who had been 
(19) The Daintree River, about 67 miles in length, flows into the Pacific 15 
miles south of Cape Tribulation. I t rises in the main Coast Range and 
runs throtigh tropical ,iungle and fertile agricultural lands. I t was dis-
covered by G. A. Dalrymple in 1873, and named by him after Richard 
Daintree, who had made an examination of the region of the Cape 
River which led to the opening of a goldfield. In 1869 Daintree was 
appointed Government Geologist for North Queensland. He was a first-
class petrologist, and explored large areas of the country, including 
several goldfields. 
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the Hodgkinson miners, received a reward of £300 
transporting stores from Cooktown by mule team for 
offered by the Hodgkinson miners for finding a route 
over the range. By November Smithfield had a popula-
tion of 150. Bill Smith kept the hotel and there were 
stores and even a branch of the Queensland National 
Bank. Smithfield flourished, and soon threatened, by 
its lusty growth, to eclipse the infant settlement at 
Cairns. Until 1877 Cairns shared to some extent with 
Cooktown the wealth of the Palmer pack teams, but 
Smithfleld was a thriving settlement, a wide open town. 
It became as wild as, if not wilder than, any mining 
town in the American Wild West. It gained such 
notoriety for its lawlessness that it was described as 
"the wickedest town in Australia." 
Washed Away by Flood 
In 1879 Smithfield made a spectacular exit from 
history as one of the shortest-lived towns on record. I t 
went out of existence as suddenly as it had been born. 
It was literally washed away by a tremendous flood in 
the Barron in March 1879, Before that date Bill Smith 
had shot his partner in the main street and cancelled 
himself out shortly afterwards. He was one of the most 
colourful characters in our North Queensland history. 
Romantic legends have gathered around his prosaic 
name, no doubt some of them highly embroidered, 
because Smithfleld was no better and no worse than 
many of the early northern frontier mining towns. 
Bill Smith was one of the many bold and picturesque 
adventurers who played their part in the pioneering of 
the North. 
Shod His Horse With Gold! 
One true story about Bill Smith is that he had his 
horse shod with golden horseshoes by Edwin Crossland, 
blacksmith of Smithfield. ^^^^  In those spacious days 
when the world was wide, horseshoe nails were weighed 
against gold. Miners paid 5/- to have their picks 
sharpened, and a good blacksmith could make £70 a 
week. Gold ingots from the Hodgkinson were heated 
and shaped on the forge into horseshoes for the hooves 
of Smith's horse, so that they flashed gold in the sun. 
(20) Told by Glenville Pike in Men Who Blazed The Track, a booklet 
issued by the Mulgrave Shire Council on the occasion of the un-
veiling in June 1956 of a cairn carrying a plaque near the Cairns-
Kuranda highway to commemorate " t h e men who blazed the t r a c k ' ' 
between Trinity Bay and the Hodgkinson goldfield, and in particular 
William Smith, John Doyle, Alexander Douglas and the Surveyor 
P. R. Warner . 
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Commenting on an article I wrote on Bill Smith's 
golden horseshoes in the North Australian Monthly of 
May 1959, a Northern writer, Bert Cadio, stated in the 
August issue that he first heard this story in 1910 from 
the late Albert Johnson, and it was perfectly true, but 
according to his informant the shoes were removed 
before sundown for obvious reasons! In those days 
Albert Johnson had mule pack teams which transported 
stores over the pack track to the Hodgkinson. The 
track was very precipitous and narrow in some places, 
and one day a mule loaded with two fifties of flour 
missed his footing and went over the sheer side of the 
mountain. 
MAIN STREET OF HERBERTON (1883) 
Transport by Mules 
In the romantic heyday of mining in pioneer 
Queensland, the hardy, sure-footed little mule was the 
most important factor in transport. Teams of mules 
were used by carriers and packers along the steep 
winding mountain trails with ingots from Irvinebank 
to Herberton, Boononoo, and Mareeba in the early days. 
Teams of horses and bullocks were also used by many 
carriers, but for half a century the mule was celebrated 
for transporting enormous loads over the steep ranges 
inland from Cairns. 
Glenville Pike^^D records that mule teams a 
hundred strong wended their way down the mountains 
from the Herberton and Irvinebank tin mines to the 
port of Cairns, returning with stores for the mining 
(21) Hoofs and Horns magazine June 1952. 
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towns. Herberton, founded in 1880, was entirely depen-
dent on mule transport. The track wound up the coastal 
range covered in tropical jungle and rising in places to 
4,000 feet, across the fertile Atherton Tableland, later 
cleared for maize and dairying, then over the barren, 
boulder-strewn Herberton Range to Herberton town-
ship—sixty gruelling miles in three days. 
Small children were transported in carbide drums 
slung each side of a mule. Household furniture, corru-
gated iron, and mining machinery were all brought in 
on muleback before a road was found which even a 
bullock wagon could travel over. The mulepack teams 
returned to the coast with tin ingots and bagged tin. 
They packed ore from hundreds of mines up and down 
3,000 feet mountainsides to the Irvinebank smelters. 
All transport was by packhorses or packmules between 
Herberton and Cairns by Robson's Track between 1880 
and 1893, and there were hundreds of teams on the 
track. In 1893 Mareeba became the railhead. From 
1880 to 1930, mule teams were part of the hfe of the 
Herberton district, for even after railway communica-
tion was established they packed ore to the sidings. 
The biggest packer, on the authority of Glenville 
Pike, was Donald McDonald, who had 45 mules and 
packed 1,000 tons of tin, in the heyday of Irvinebank 
and Montalbion, packing from there to Port Douglas. 
Goldmining in the Peninsula 
Systematic search on the Peninsula for minerals 
began with Government assistance in 1872, with an 
expedition led by William Hann. The region traversed 
covered the headwaters of the Mitchell River and the 
Princess Charlotte Bay basin as far north as the 
Stewart River. Hann reported the existence of gold on 
the Palmer River, and in the following year James 
Venture Muhigan, North Queensland's most notable 
explorer, discovered rich deposits of alluvial gold on the 
Palmer. He led the great rush to the new field with 
the first party of 100 diggers with 300 horses and 
bullocks, blazing a track across 200 miles of wilderness. 
Mulhgan did more than anyone else to open up the 
mineral areas of Cape York Peninsula and the hinter-
land of Cairns. He discovered payable gold on the 
Hodgkinson in 1876, and six months later Cairns was 
founded. Rapid progress in exploring and opening up 
the country followed the discovery of gold. As 
previously noted Cooktown at the mouth of the Endeav-
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our River, founded in 1873 to supply the Palmer field, 
became a boom town with a brief hectic life. By 1880 
Cairns and Port Douglas had been opened as ports. 
Important tin and silver lead deposits had been dis-
covered in the hinterland of these places, and planting 
of sugar cane had begun on the rich lands of the coast 
as far north as Cairns. Numerous other ephemeral 
discoveries of gold, less important and less spectacular 
than the Palmer, were made in the mountainous eastern 
half of the Peninsula, many of them far to the north of 
Cooktown, e.g. Coen (1876), Batavia River, now Wen-
lock (1892). There were several other fields, smaU in 
themselves, which are not without historical interest, 
but I will confine references in this paper to the dis-
coveries at Coen and Rocky River, Hamilton (or 
Ebagoolah), and Batavia (or Wenlock), because there 
are some unusual features about the history of each 
of these finds, and with the exception of Horn Island 
they are the most northerly of Queensland's gold finds. 
William Lakeland 
William Lakeland was one of the earliest and most 
energetic prospectors of Cape York Peninsula. In 1873 
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he was associated with Christy Palmerston in prospect-
ing on the Palmer goldfield, and soon afterwards with 
Robert Sefton he found traces of gold on the Batavia 
River, now Wenlock River. Near the head of Sefton 
Creek, named after his partner, a tree bearing the 
initials W.I. was found in 1910, indicating that 
Lakeland had prospected as far as the Mcllwraith 
Range. In 1876 Lakeland, with Sefton, Tom Verge, 
Watson and Doyle in the party, discovered the 
Coen goldfield, 2^2) ^nd in 1878 they mapped out 
and cut a track along which a rush took place 
from Cooktown and the Palmer. The blacks were 
very troublesome in those years. One morning they 
attacked Lakeland's camp at piccaninny dawn. Lake-
land was in his tent when a spear whizzed through 
the opening and struck him in the arm. Another spear 
pierced his shoulder. The party fired several shots at 
the blacks, who cleared out after two of them had been 
killed and another badly wounded. They were tough 
men. One of Lakeland's mates, Jim Watson, hacked off 
the spear shafts near the skin and got the points out 
with some rough and ready surgery with the edge of a 
white-hot knife. Rum was the only double-purpose 
anaesthetic and disinfectant they had, and there wasn't 
too much to spare, but Lakeland was none the worse 
afterwards except for a couple of big scars. 
For some years good returns were yielded from 
small parcels—up to 1956, total production was 55,970 
oz. In that year, on an aboriginal claim, 3^ tons of 
stone produced 12 oz. of gold. Little or no gold has 
been produced since 1957. The auriferous country 
around Coen sits astride of the Dividing Range, 
between the 13th and 14th parallels of south latitude. 
In 1887 Lakeland, in company with Bowden and 
Dickie, located wolfram on a field, later called Bowden, 
between the Pascoe River and Canoe Creek. 
The Rocky River Field 
On the Pacific side, at an altitude of 2,000 feet. 
Lakeland discovered the Rocky River field in 1893. 
Many prospectors flocked to these isolated diggings, 
a feature of which was the water-wheel installed by 
Lakeland. The reefs on the Rocky River field, with a 
proclaimed area of nearly 90,000 acres, yielded surface 
(22) Around the turn of the century the most important mine at Coen was 
the Great Northern. From 1893 to 1916 the Great Northern Mine 
produced 52,000 oz. of gold, and the deepest sinking was 500 ft. 
stone of surprising richness. Records were 90 tons, 
packed mostly on mules and horses over the ranges to 
the battery at Coen, which justified so costly a method 
of transport by yielding 766 oz. of gold. Another lot 
from Brown and Slattery's reef, 27^ tons, yielded 365 
oz.; a third lot yielded 466 oz. from 68 tons of quartz. 
The 300 diggers who rushed to the spot over forbidding 
country quickly exhausted the alluvial deposits, but 
Lakeland searched for and discovered gold-bearing 
reefs and the field was proclaimed in 1897. The Hamil-
ton River and the Claudie River, rising in the Janet 
Range, and flowing south-easterly into Lloyd Bay, were 
also discovered by Lakeland, the Claudie being named 
after his son Claude. Lakeland also assisted J. T. 
Embley in surveys on Cape York Peninsula in 1884-85. 
In 1888, he came upon a rich reef which is now known 
as Iron Range. 
Lakeland's Tragic Death 
Lakeland was an outstanding pioneer of the Penin-
sula. He was possibly the last of the old-time explorers. 
His death, which occurred in 1920, was lonely and 
tragic. While he was travelhng on horseback from Coen 
to Mount Carter (Iron Range) his supplies became 
exhausted and he failed in an attempt to return to 
Coen. A saddle, other articles, and human remains 
identified as those of Lakeland were found in the area 
in 1923, and it was evident that this stout-hearted 
explorer and prospector had died either from injury or 
thirst or both. A marble headstone at the spot where 
his remains were found and interred commemorates 
this Peninsula pioneer. The headstone had to be con-
veyed for many miles over some of the roughest 
country in the Peninsula on a horse-drawn bush-sled 
made from the forked hmb of a tree. Lakeland's widow 
died at Cooktown in 1949, aged 90. 
The Ebagoolah Field 
In August 1899 the Hamilton (Ebagoolah) gold-
field was discovered at the head of the Lukin River by 
John Dickie, who staked out the Hamilton King, the 
first reef claim. Miners came from as far as George-
town and Croydon, Scarcity of water, distance from a 
supply base, and later the sickness known as "Ebagoo-
lah Fever" were severe handicaps. Some rich finds 
were made. Nicholls and party discovered on Nuggety 
Gully a nugget which weighed almost 8 lb. Nicholls 
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left Ebagoolah with over 1,000 oz, of gold. The first 
crushing from the field was a 4-ton parcel of Last Hit 
stone which went by horseteam to Coen. Ebagoolah 
township, 700 feet above sea level, had a peak popula-
tion of 400. Ebagoolah's main street in the first year 
of the field was lined with bark buildings, Brennan's 
Federal Hotel was built of slabs, bark, and canvas. 
Marsh's Diggers' Arms was also of bark, Douglas and 
O'Beirne's butcher shops and Thompson's Hotel were 
made of bark and bush timber. Mutton and goat were 
the staple meat. Herds of goats also provided milk. 
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EBAGOOLAH RACES, 1901 
There were two routes to this isolated field—by 
ship to Port Stewart, the lightering point, thence 40 
miles inland; or by rail from Cooktown, thence overland 
from Laura railhead by horseback. The first coach used 
was a buckboard by a man named Brady. In 30 years 
up to 1909, Hamilton, or Ebagoolah, produced 41,156 oz. 
of gold. In 1910 production was 1,235 oz. Thereafter 
the field declined, and in 1957 production was only 2 oz. 
Total production of the field to 1957 was 47,478 oz. 
The Batavia Diggings 
In October 1892, payable gold was reported to the 
Warden at Maytown by William Baird from Retreat 
Creek, a southern tributary of the Batavia River, at a 
point about 16 miles east of Mein telegraph station and 
60 miles north of Coen. 
The Batavia diggings, to call them by the old name, 
lie between latitudes 12 and 13 degrees south. The 
Batavia, or Wenlock River as it is now correctly known, 
rises in the Sir William Thompson Range, Coursing 
north, it is fed by many tributaries before it turns 
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westward and empties into Port Musgrave high up on 
the Gulf of Carpentaria. 
Lakeland was one of the first-comers at the rush; 
this indefatigable prospector had in fact found traces 
of gold on the Batavia in the 1870's. The Warden 
arrived at the field on 10 November, but not before 150 
men were on the ground. There was, however, no 
ground available for most of these men because of the 
limited area of the auriferous ground. The Warden 
records in his excellent account of the rush, as pub-
lished in the annual report of the Mines Department for 
1892, that within a fortnight of his arrival some 50 
men had departed and the estimated production was 
then 500 oz. By 1893 the field was almost abandoned. 
In 1896 Baird and two other miners were speared and 
killed by blacks. Alluvial mining and prospecting con-
tinued spasmodically for several years. 
Pluto Starts a Rush 
In October 1910 a highly intelligent aboriginal 
named Pluto, who had been prospecting for Mr. Wade 
Robinson, officer-in-charge of the Mein telegraph 
station, found a "slug" on the Mein-Bowden pack track 
near the north bank of the Batavia River. A rush of 
Coen and Ebagoolah miners followed, and after strip-
ping a small rich surface patch a shallow lead of 
cemented wash was found, the gutter of which, though 
narrow, proved to be exceptionahy rich. The deposits 
did not prove extensive and were considerably depleted 
by the middle of 1912, There were then 47 miners at 
Plutoville and six in other spots along the Batavia, 
In 1913 and 1914 the population was reduced to fewer 
than 20, and a new discovery was badly needed to 
renew the life of the field. 
It was provided by Kitty Pluto, aboriginal spouse 
of the aforesaid Pluto. In January 1915, Kitty chanced 
to observe a speck in the sandy surface of the river 
flat some two miles downstream from Plutovihe. She 
told some Plutoville miners and very soon the surface 
was stripped to bedrock over an area of about an acre 
with highly profltable results. Thousands of pounds' 
worth of gold was obtained from this part of the field, 
which came to be known as the Lower Camp. 
Fluctuating Fortunes 
As the work progressed, the cap of a reef carry-
ing odd patches of specimen stone was revealed in the 
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granite, and it was evident that this had shed the shoad 
gold then being won. Shoad gold are fragments of ore 
which have become separated by the action of water. 
With the exhaustion of the purely surface material 
and shallow alluvial ground very few miners remained 
at the end of 1916, and it was not tih late in 1922 that 
the Lower Camp came into prominence again. At this 
time a defined gutter carrying good values had been 
proved for some claims under an increasingly deep 
cover of sedimentary rock, and an exceptionally rich 
patch of specimen stone was located in the adjacent 
reef. The ensuing 20 years were the most prosperous in 
the history of the field. 
Production ceased in the war years, and there has 
not been a great deal of mining activity since. The 
total recorded production of gold from 1911 to 1947 
inclusive was 43,749 oz., valued at £167,281, but it is 
probable that the actual gold production was in excess 
of that figure. 
Tragedy and Wealth 
Tragedy came again to the field in 1930, when a 
miner named "Sailor" Power was shot dead by another 
miner during a drinking bout. His slayer was a partner 
in the richest claim on the field, the "New Year Gift," 
and the man who was killed was partner in another rich 
claim, the "Golden Casket." The man who shot Power 
received a sentence of seven years' imprisonment for 
manslaughter. After remissions for good conduct, he 
was released from Boggo Road Gaol in May 1935. In 
the meantime, the claim was being worked by his other 
partners, and a very considerable sum had accumulated 
in the hands of the Pubhc Trustee to which the con-
victed man became entitled upon his release. 
Pluto died at Coen in 1916, The name of the field 
and river was changed from Batavia to Wenlock in 
1939. The field is 12 miles north-east of the old Mein 
telegraph station and 60 miles north of Coen. It is 
connected by road with Port Stewart, via Coen, a 
distance of 125 miles. 
Hard-bitten Characters 
The contributor to a southern magazine some years 
ago(23) asked: "Where in the South can you drink in a 
hotel bar gleaming with paint and polish, but lit by gut-
(23) Ross Annabell, A.M. Magazine, 25 August 1953, 
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GREAT NORTHERN MINE, COEN 
•'^.<^ 'f/'i 
tering carbide lamps, or dine in a room with a dirt floor 
swept daily by full-blooded aboriginal maids? You can 
in Coen. Where but in the North can you back a horse 
at a bush race meeting and discover the jockey was a 
noted aboriginal witchdoctor. When you leave the 
metropolis behind you on a journey into Cape York you 
have stepped into another world." 
GREAT NORTHERN MINE, COEN 
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Like other primitive outback localities Wenlock, 
Ebagoolah, and Coen have had their share of pic-
turesque hard-bitten characters. On many of the old 
mining flelds of the Peninsula ocular proof remains 
after the lapse of many years of the thirst of the 
miners. Ebagoolah has a unique monument to the days 
when gold dust and nuggets were readily exchanged for 
the imported refreshment which came from overseas to 
Cooktown and up on the Peninsula diggings. It is a 
half-acre of bottles stacked from 10 to 12 feet high, 
and all of a type no longer seen in Australia. When 
the wet season came in December or January, many of 
the miners would make their way over the rugged track 
intersected by many creeks to the rough coast at Port 
Stewart. 
GREAT NORTHERN MINE, COEN 
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"Duke" Delaney 
Perhaps the most celebrated character on the 
Batavia diggings was "Duke" Delaney. He was so 
christened because of the weird and wonderful con-
traption in which he drove from Croydon to the Batavia 
diggings. It was tied together with rope, string, and 
wire. "Duke" was a little self-conscious about the sorry 
state of his equipage, so when he called at station 
homesteads on the way to Cape York Peninsula he used 
to leave it in the dry bed of a creek! 
As many yarns are told about the "Duke" as there 
are about Billy Hughes. The "Duke" was above ah else 
a generous host. During race week at Coen "Duke" 
would "shout" for the entire gathering. In the days 
when "Duke's" mine, the Double Chance, was a heavy 
gold producer, "Duke" is said to have had a session at 
the Coen Hotel, when his hospitahty cost him £250 for 
less than 48 hours of entertainment! 
Iron and Steel Potential 
Because of the interest which has been aroused 
in the vast deposits of iron ore at Constance Range, 
170 miles north of Mount Isa, hope of the possibility of 
eventually establishing an iron and steel industry in 
Queensland has received stimulus. Boring operations 
to prove the deposits are being carried on by Broken 
Hill Pty. Co. Ltd., which has also conducted a hydro-
graphic survey of waters in the Gulf of Carpentaria. 
Development of these deposits would require the expen-
diture of many millions of pounds in dredging, con-
struction of harbour, loading facilities, roads and other 
ancillary works before the ore could be shipped. 
Proving of these deposits and establishment of a steel 
BRADY'S COACH, EBAGOOLAH 
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industry based on them or export of the ore must 
therefore come under the category of long range possi-
bility rather than a probability of the immediate future. 
Although they have no relation to Peninsula develop-
ment, the recent discovery of iron ore deposits near 
Cracow to the south of the Kianga coalfield, from which 
coal is being exported to Japan, is of even greater econo-
mic importance than the Constance Range deposits. 
The occurrence of coking coal and iron ore deposits in 
the same region is of obvious economic importance for 
potential industry. In this connection the Government's 
decision to establish a major power station in the same 
area has considerable industrial significance. In the 
event of the iron ore deposits being proved in both 
extent and quality, the projected direct railway from 
Kianga to the coast could open up a new vista of 
development for Gladstone as the potential hub for 
heavy industries. But at the moment that is only a 
dream of the future. 
The Weipa Bauxite Field 
The beginning of the great enterprise by Comalco 
on the Weipa bauxite field, situated on the western 
coast, is an important milestone in the development of 
the Peninsula. (24) It means the establishment of a big 
new industry, settlement and civilised amenities of 
hving in this remote and hitherto neglected region of 
the Continent. 
Weipa is the name of an aboriginal mission station 
which was established there in 1898 by the Presby-
terian Church. The mission station embraces an area 
of 1,600,000 acres. Weipa is situated on the estuary of 
the Hey and Embley Rivers. When plans were made in 
1957 to develop the extensive deposits of bauxite there, 
claimed to be one of the largest, if not the largest, in 
the world, (25) the Presbyterian Church was very 
anxious that every step should be taken to safeguard 
the natives in the region, which is in fact one of the 
last outposts of tribal life in Queensland. The Church 
is satisfied with the arrangements which have been 
made in this connection. Bauxite deposits were first 
(24) See Triumph in the Tropics, Centenary History, Cilento and Lack, pp. 
211, 212. 
(25) I t has been estimated that economic grade bauxite extends over an 
area of 200 square miles. Conservative estimates place the proven 
reserves as being of the order of 1,000 million tons. Other estimates 
of eventual reserves go as high as 3,000 million tons, which would 
approximate 30 per cent of the world 's known resources of the ore. 
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recorded in this region and along the nearby coast in 
1902 by the late C. F. V. Jackson of the Queensland 
Geological Survey, who in his report (G.S.Q. Publica-
tion No. 180) refers to the pisolitic ironstone in this 
area and expressed the opinion that commercially 
valuable bauxite might ultimately be proved there. In 
July 1955 H, J, Evans, at that time Chief Geologist of 
the Frome-Broken Hill Company Pty, Ltd,, was making 
a geological reconnaissance of the coast for an oil 
company when he noted the bauxite, and took samples. 
In October 1955, he made a further reconnaissance and 
reached the conclusion that there might be a major 
deposit of commercial bauxite in the area. Arising out 
of this, a subsidiary company of Consolidated Zinc Cor-
poration Ltd. took an Authority to Prospect in the area 
in February 1956, Subsequently they obtained addi-
tional prospecting titles over a large area on the west 
coast of Cape York Peninsula between latitudes 11 deg, 
15 min. south and 13 deg. 40 min, south. Some also 
extend to the east coast. In December 1956, Consoh-
dated Zinc Corporation Ltd, registered a Queensland 
company. Commonwealth Aluminium Corporation Pty. 
Ltd., as the operating company. 
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The Comalco Agreement 
Legislation enabling an agreement to be made 
between the Government and Comalco was passed in 
December 1957. The measure granted the company an 
84-year lease from 1 January 1958, with the right of 
renewal for a further period of 21 years, of an area 
between 2,270 and 2,770 square miles on the western 
shores of the Peninsula. There were no provisions in 
the Agreement relative to Weipa Mission, but following 
discussion with the Church authorities and the 
expressed desire of the natives to remain at Weipa in 
preference to removal to Aurukun Mission, the com-
pany undertook to surrender from the special bauxite 
mining lease an area of some 75 acres to be reserved 
for the exclusive use of the inhabitants of the mission, 
and in addition agreed to meet the cost of necessary 
work on the mission site, including the replacement at 
a suitable standard of the number of houses occupied 
in the native village, a dormitory within the reserve 
to house controlled single natives employed by the com-
pany from Aurukun and Mapoon Missions, and removal 
of the Weipa Mission's new sawmill to a site within the 
reserve. A port, to cost between £2 and £3 million, will 
be constructed by and entirely at the expense of the 
company. 
The agreement between the Queensland Govern-
ment and the Commonwealth Aluminium Corporation 
Pty. Ltd. was officially signed and sealed in the Execu-
tive Council Chamber, Executive Building, Brisbane, on 
16 December 1957. The Premier (Mr. Nicklin), who 
signed the agreement on behalf of the Government, 
said that in the agreement they had the key which 
would unlock at long last the Gulf and Peninsula region 
and settle it with white people. 
Integrated Aluminium Project 
Next stage in the plans for Weipa development 
came in November 1960, when an important agreement 
was reached between Consohdated Zinc Corporation 
Ltd. and Kaiser Aluminium and Chemical Corporation. 
These companies had become associated in the develop-
ment of an integrated aluminium industry in Australia 
and New Zealand. The Consohdated Zinc Corporation, 
which had taken over the whole of the share capital of 
Commonwealth Aluminium Corporation Pty. Ltd., had 
transferred these shares to a new Austrahan company 
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in which Kaiser Aluminium and Chemical Corporation 
have taken up a 50 per cent interest. 
The amalgamated companies will develop and carry 
out a programme to finance and construct an integrated 
aluminium project consisting of bauxite mining facili-
ties, a 360,000 tons per annum alumina plant at Weipa, 
the Manapouri power project and a 120,000 ton 
aluminium reduction plant at Invercargill, New Zea-
land. Expansion of the Bell Bay aluminium smelter in 
Tasmania to a capacity of at least 28,000 tons per 
annum is also involved in these major industrial plans. 
The agreed programme also provides for continued 
studies of the possibilities of additions to Austraha's 
domestic smelting capacity by further expansion of 
Bell Bay, and by the utilisation of thermal power from 
the coal resources of Queensland. 
The decision to establish the aluminium smelter in 
New Zealand based on the alumina from the projected 
Weipa plant was somewhat of a disappointment, but 
evidently the ability to provide the required electric 
power at low cost was the deciding factor. 
On 24 November 1960 the Minister for Develop-
ment and Mines (Mr, E. Evans), discussing in Parlia-
ment the developments in the Weipa bauxite project, 
explained that under the State's agreement with 
Comalco, at the end of 15 years, if power could be 
supplied at an economic price, a smelter would be 
established in Queensland. Power in New Zealand was 
cheaper at present. Even with a big power station at 
Calhde or Blair Athol, Queensland could not supply 
power under .5d. a unit, whereas the New Zealand price 
would be about .25d, However, progress was being 
made in the nuclear generation of power, and at the end 
of 15 years the whole position would be reviewed. 
New Chapter Begins 
Undoubtedly, the inauguration of this giant enter-
prise marks the beginning of a new chapter in the 
development and settlement of our vulnerable northern 
frontier, of which the extreme outpost is Cape York 
Peninsula. Construction of the 360,000 ton alumina 
plant at Weipa should be completed in time to enable 
operations to begin by 1966. 
Considerable progress already has been made at 
Weipa, although much work continues to be done in 
testing and proving the deposits over the area held by 
the company. 
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The planning includes the designed area for the 
port installation, the alumina manufacturing plant, and 
the town. The siting, particularly of the town, is 
excellent. Investigations have shown that the estuary 
of the Embley River at Weipa is the most suitable 
location for an industrial plant, port, and township. 
Modern Town Planned 
The town, standing on slightly rising ground, will 
be modern in every detail. It has been planned for the 
tropics, and will be a model town of its kind. The 
buildings will be of special tropical design to ensure the 
maximum coolness. Sewerage, water, electricity and 
other essential services will be provided. 
It is estimated that by the middle of 1966, when 
alumina is pouring into the ships' holds, the town will 
have a population of 3,500 people. The men and their 
families will have the opportunity of purchasing their 
homes and will share in the civic administration. 
Comalco's agreement with the Queensland Government 
provides for the setting up of a town commission with 
mixed representation from the new community and the 
company under independent chairmanship. 
The alumina works will be situated about four 
miles from the town. The plant at Weipa will have an 
initial capacity of 360,000 tons per annum and will be 
fully operative by the middle of 1966. 
Initially, bauxite will be shipped to the Bell Bay 
aluminium plant in Tasmania, which previously 
obtained bauxite from India. Japan has also shown an 
interest in the possibility of importing bauxite. Two 
shipments have already been made from Weipa. 
The annual report of the Secondary Industries 
Division for 1960-61 envisages the possibihty that 
aluminium ingot may be brought back to Queensland 
for the production of strip and sheet aluminium; and 
that the recent decision to establish a major power-
house based on the open cast coalfields in Central 
Queensland may provide the impetus for an aluminium 
smelter here. Alkali which would be required for the 
alumina industry also could be produced in the area. 
Aluminium interests are investigating the Central 
Queensland region to assess the possibility of such an 
industry. 
The New Port 
The new port at Weipa is scheduled to be opened 
by June 1962, and three months later the eight-mile 
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access channel to the bar at the entrance to the Embley 
River will have been dredged to take ships drawing up 
to 30 feet. The contract with the Westminster Dredging 
Company, a Dutch harbour engineering organisation, 
provides for further deepening to allow passage of 
vessels of 35 feet draught. Intensive scale model tests 
were made in Holland to determine the best dredging 
path for a channel that would require a minimum of 
maintenance. A modern dredging plant has already 
removed more than one million cubic yards of material. 
Dredging of some six million cubic yards is required 
for the construction of harbour, wharves, loading facili-
ties and a town for an ultimate population of 6,000 
people. 
The Weipa Presbyterian Aboriginal Mission is to 
be transferred at the expense of the company to an 
excellent new location across the estuary at Hey Point. 
The new buildings will be erected by Comalco at a cost 
of £150,000. Very fine accommodation will be provided 
for the aboriginal population. As a number of the 
natives will be employed by Comalco, a launch wih ply 
regularly as a ferry service between the mission settle-
ment and the town, and also take supplies across. The 
mission township is adjacent to an excellent sandy 
beach and agricultural land will be available on the new 
location for the planting of crops and vegetables. A 
good water supply is assured from underground bores, 
and it is proposed later to dam the headwaters of the 
Mitchell River. 
The remoteness of Weipa makes an adequate air 
transport service an important factor in the develop-
ment of the area. The present airstrip, which was 
originally put down to serve the mission station, is 
quite good, but it is on the site of the new town. A new 
aerodrome will be built a mile further back from the 
town location. Weipa is largely dependent upon the air 
service which shuttles back and forth from Cairns, 
calling at Thursday Island, four round trips every 
week. The company itself operates aircraft, including 
a helicopter, in its investigations. 
With the story of Weipa I must close. I have given 
the barest outline of the story of Cape York Peninsula. 
Many other facets of this remarkable region have been 
omitted, including the origin and development of not-
able provincial centres, the pearling industry, the 
Torres Strait Islanders of history and legend; some of 
the colourful adventurers and explorers, and some 
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reference to the periodic toll of hurricane visitation on 
the Peninsula coast and the Far North generally. These 
must await another occasion for the telling. An appen-
dix gives a list of notable voyages, wrecks, and other 
happenings with which the history of the Peninsula 
and its waters are studded. 
Construction of a railway to Cape York was a 
dream that was never realised. It was cherished by 
John Douglas and Robert Logan Jack. John Douglas, 
who was Government Resident on Thursday Island, 
wrote around the turn of the century: "I have often 
thought that a good deal was lost when we left Somer-
set and the mainland. We abandoned the chance of a 
railway which might have passed through the Penin-
sula and made our starting point for the East, for India, 
China, and even the Old Country." (26) 
When the First World War broke out, Robert 
Logan Jack emphasised the strategic importance of the 
Cape York telegraph hne if Australia was to continue 
to hold and develop the island continent. He wrote: 
"There are many who believe that a railway line is an 
essential condition of progress." 
Our Most Vulnerable Part 
The Peninsula is the most vulnerable part of the 
Australian continent, yet it has tremendous potential 
mineral wealth which is only now attracting serious 
recognition. 
To paraphrase George Essex Evans, here are 
" . . . empty realms that cry in shame 
For hands to make them doubly thine! 
Fill up thy frontiers: man the gate 
Before too late! 
For, dark aslant the Northern Gate 
I see the shadow of the Sword. 
Back at the turn of the century, John Hay, then 
United States Secretary of State, wrote: "The Mediter-
ranean is the ocean of the past; the Atlantic is the 
ocean of the present; and the Pacific is the ocean of 
the future." 
The Pacific is the world's largest ocean. Its waters 
wash the shores of a third of the world. From Aus-
traha it arcs north past Indonesia to the thin line of 
(26) The late Hon. John Douglas Douglas, who succeeded Hugh Milman 
R.N., as Government Resident on Thursday Island in 1885, visualised 
a railway running right through the Peninsula. 
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the Aleutians. North-east toward the Hawaiian Islands 
an emptiness of water is dotted by the archipelagoes of 
Oceania. In this vast Pacific basin Australia is the 
strategic centre. 
Here in Queensland we stand at the gates of 
Destiny, and the most important Gate of all is the 
Northern Gate. Is it written in our stars to be a 20th 
century Troy ? (2^ ) Will we, like Hector "bound by deadly 
Fate," stand at bay before our own Scaean Gate, on 
some undetermined future day ? Or will we, while we 
yet have time, people and develop this fertile empty 
land of ours, and make it the impregnable fortress of a 
white democracy in the Southern Seas? The decision 
is ours, and we may be sure we do not have ten years 
to make the choice . . . . 
In the discussion which followed, Mr. C. G. Austin 
(Hon. Librarian) said the paper contained the most 
complete information on cattle stations in the Cape 
York Peninsula to be placed before members of the 
Society. The story of the changes in ownership of the 
cattle stations contained a large amount of hitherto 
unpublished material. 
Mr. Austin said he had been fortunate enough to 
have visited some of the places mentioned in the paper. 
Cape York from the sea appeared to be a long flat 
wedge of land. On Possession Island, in 1947, one 
could see an abandoned gold mine shaft, close to the 
memorial to Captain Cook. 
Traces Of Somerset's Past Glory 
Somerset was deserted in that year, but traces of 
its glory could be seen.- The area was thickly covered 
with undergrowth, but stones outlined the drive which 
swept up to the house from the beach. Elsewhere 
could be seen the foundations of the buildings which 
housed the water police and others attached to the 
Government Residents there. 
The unpredictable tide surged through Albany 
(27) " T h e foes already have possessed the wall, 
Troy nods from high and totters to her fall. . . . 
Thus when a flood of fire by wind is borne 
Crackling it rolls, and mows the standing corn. . . . 
The palace of Deiphobus ascends 
In smoky flames and catches on his friends. 
Ucalegon burns next ; the seas are bright 
With splendour not their own, and shine with Trojan l igh t . " 
THE AENEID 
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Passage as one looked at Albany Island and thought 
of the fate which met Kennedy's expedition. 
On the beach at Somerset were lonely graves. 
The air-strip at Coen was one of the few level 
tracts of land in the area, as the country in the north 
of the peninsula was undulating, and near to Coen, 
almost mountainous. 
Charm Of Cooktown 
Cooktown had a charm of its own, possessing a 
Bank which would not look out of place in Queen 
Street, Brisbane, still with gold scales on the counter. 
During the 1939-1945 War, a German mine was 
washed on to the beach of the inlet opposite the town. 
This mine was proved later to have broken away from 
the field which sank the "Niagara" off New Zealand, (28) 
and it must have been dragged by the current through 
one of the few openings in the Great Barrier Reef. 
Mr. C. M. Taylor asked whether the aeroplane was 
not playing a part in the development of the Peninsula. 
Mr. Lack said that although there were regular 
air services connecting Cairns with Weipa and Thurs-
day Island, the nature of the country in the Peninsula 
and the prevalence of wet conditions for a considerable 
period of the year made the provision of suitable aero-
dromes or landing strips difficult if not actually im-
possible in many areas. (^^^  
Another point was that there would not be 
sufficient traffic to justify extensive services and 
'drome maintenance. 
Outstanding work was being done by the Queens-
land Ambulance Transport Brigade which maintained 
a flying ambulance service based at Cairns, and by 
(28) On 19 June 1940, the British liner R.M.S. Niagara s truck a mine 
and sank at night 100 miles out of Auckland, New Zealand. Mines 
had been laid there five days earlier by the German raider Orion, 
an armed merchant cruiser which had entered the Pacific via Cape 
Horn. After laying the minefield this ship cruised in Australasian 
waters and in August sank the French ship Notou and the British 
ship Turakina in the Tasman Sea. She then cruised to Western Aus-
tralia, returned eastwards to the Pacific in October, and on her 
way to the Caroline Islands, where she met another raider, the Komet, 
sank the Norwegian steamer Ringwood. The Niagara was carrying 
£ 2 | million in gold bars from the Bank of England to the United 
Sta tes : 93 ner cent of the gold was salvafred. See reference in 
AustraUa's Merchant Navy, Clem Lack, R.H.S.Q. Vol. v. No. 5, 1957, 
p. 1343-1344. 
(29) The onlv airstrips in the Peninsula are at Cooktown, Iron Range, 
Coen, Jacky Jacky, (Higgins Field of World War I I ) and Horn 
Island. A map in' the Queensland Year Book for 1961 shows the 
following air routes in the Peninsula and Carpentaria regions: Cairns 
—Cooktown—Coen—Weipa—Thursday Island ; Cairns—Croydon— 
Normanton—Burlcetown—Mitchell River. 
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Bush Pilots Airways which had been established in 
1951 and which maintained a regular schedule of 
flights. 
"Virtually Unknown" 
Sir Raphael Cilento said he appreciated Mr. 
Lack's paper not only because of its intrinsic merit, 
but also because the Cape York Peninsula was virtu-
ally unknown to most Australians. They were utterly 
ignorant of its mineral wealth and equally of its 
political and strategic signiflcance. It was thought of, 
if at all, as a remote headland in the far north, where-
as it was an area as large as Tasmania, and few knew 
of its great gold deposits, tin, wolframite, molybdenite 
and other rare metals, and the rushes associated with 
them a generation or two ago, until columnists, seek-
ing colour, had recalled these in magazine articles re-
ferring to the vast deposits of bauxite now being de-
veloped mostly by outside capital. 
It was curious to reflect that the red pebbly hihs 
of this metal had been noticed by Flinders in 1802. In 
1936 they were reported (from information provided 
by a Cape York missionary) by the commentator to 
the late Mr. E. M. Hanlon (then Queensland Minister 
for Health and Home Affairs) but investigation was 
not pursued on the grounds that the deposits were too 
remote ever to be developed economically and that 
there were finds in the McPherson Range close to 
Brisbane "that offered greater possibilities." These, 
of course, were trivial by comparison. There were now 
an estimated 1,000 million tons of bauxite in view at 
Weipa, perhaps the greatest deposit, easily accessible 
in the world. 
The Cape York Peninsula was flooded with pros-
pectors during the gold rushes in the seventies and 
eighties of last century while Queensland was still a 
colony and unable to control or restrict immigration. 
There were soon 51,000 people there of whom 36,000 
were Asians, mainly Chinese. Like the Kanakas who 
were brought to south and central Queensland's coasts 
later, they brought their diseases with them—leprosy, 
dysentery, Asian hookworm, and other worm para-
sites, new strains of typhus, and malaria, with fllar-
iasis from the islands and a cross-transfer of venereal 
diseases and tuberculosis that, incidently, was fatal to 
the aboriginal and aided alcohol (and the clearing of 
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the forest land that sheltered his food supplies) in ex-
terminating them. 
The disease factor was often overlooked by the 
vociferous sentimentalists that had succumbed to the 
propaganda for abolition of the "White Australia" 
policy. It had, so far, saved Australia and its people 
from the fate of the Fijians in Fiji and the Hawaiians 
in Hawaii who were overrun by Indians, Chinese, and 
other Asians, and from the desperate problems now 
menacing South Africa. 
Well-intentioned people who had been brain-
washed into a groundless sense of guilt, and now (as 
apostles of abasement and appeasement) advocated 
"quotas" and such futile placebos, should realize that 
we need to fear the actual germs of Asia and In-
donesia more than their potential arms. 
A Situation Fraught With Menace 
The threat of arms, however, was not wholly 
imaginary—far from it. The recent prohibition of air 
or sea penetration in the neighbourhood of Amboina 
(20,000 square miles) and the necessity to deflect 
Qantas 'planes through Biak; the provocative offen-
sives against Dutch New Guinea ("Western Irian") ; 
the open incitement of Indonesia by China to an attack 
by arms and the offer of equipment and aid by "vol-
unteers," all indicated the gravity of a situation that 
some incident sparked by malice or stupidity might 
inflame. The "self-determination" principle, to which 
all U.N. members were pledged, appeared an empty 
form of words from which the danger of hostilities 
had made all western nations concerned (except Hol-
land) recoil. Australia had voiced a laconic protest, but 
had not demonstrated any earnest intention of backing 
it. 
If Western New Guinea, deserted by its allies, 
went by default, what was to support Australia's con-
tention that the Trust Territory of New Guinea should 
await self-determination at some distant date? Such a 
date might well be demanded by a majority vote of 
U,N, to be immediate. If Indonesia's claim was con-
ceded, her Communist friends and guarantors might 
well regard the 400-mile-long border she would ac-
quire with Australia and the possession of the air 
bases at Japen and Biak and the border stations at 
Hollandia and Merauke (a few minutes from Thurs-
day Island by air) as forward stations of the great 
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air-submarine base at Amboina (3°) to deny our planes 
easy access to S.E. Asia, the Philippines and Japan 
and frontier points; to demand Cape York peninsula 
now holding only 1,885 white people as a territory for 
non-white development. Why not a demand that the 
"black state"—the great native reserve in Arnhem 
Land covering a large part of the coast and immediate 
hinterland of the Northern Territory into which no 
white man could now go except with special permis-
sion—should become "self governing" like such areas 
as some of the cannibal "States" of Africa? 
Base At Amboina 
The purpose of the Indonesian drive upon Dutch 
New Guinea was to provide for the great base at 
Amboina being developed as a strong point in the 
Russo-Chinese submarine frontier (420 submarines, of 
which China had 100), a friendly land perimeter, and 
not a coast held by the Dutch as at present. A glance 
at the map would be illuminating in this regard—at 
any rate to anyone who knew where to look for 
Amboina and to note its relation to Australia's life-
line and the great sentinal finger of Cape York penin-
sula. 
He congratulated and thanked Mr. Lack for his 
enterprise and research in the excellent paper read 
before the Society and called for a hearty vote of 
thanks which was carried by acclamation. 
(30) Amboina was formerly a Dutch Residency of the Government of 
the Moluccas. The clove t rade of Amboina led the Portuguese to the 
island, Antonio d 'Abreu arriving there and depart ing with a cargo 
of cloves in the same year (1510) as that in which Albuquerque 
captured Malacco. The Portuguese gave the place its name and 
founded a settlement (1521) , but their policy of ruthless repression 
made it easy for the Dutch to arrange with the Sultan of Ternate, 
recognizing him as suzerain over Amboina and other Moluccan islands, 
and in 1600, with the chiefs of Amboina. This enabled them first to 
dispossess the Portuguese and then to bring the Amboinese within 
their power. In 1615 a Brit ish settlement was formed on the other 
side of the island at Cambello. and it remained there until 1623, when 
the Dutch, who aimed at establishing a clove monopoly, claimed to 
have discovered British participation in a native revolt in Ceram, 
and in the Bandanese Island of Run, and massacred the settlers. The 
massacre was unnoticed by James I, but in 1654 Cromwell compelled 
the Dutch Government to give the sum of £300,000, and the island 
of Run, as compensation to the descendants of those who had suffered. 
Dryden (1673) wrote a tragedv. Amboyna or the cruelties of the 
Dutch to the English Merchants. In 1683, the Dutch declared all 
contracts with the Sultan of Ternate void and took over his suzer-
ainty of Moluccan Islands, Amboina included. In 1796 the British, 
under Admiral Rainier, captured the island, liut it was restored in 
1803, re taken in 1810. during the Napoleonic War, and once again 
restored to the Dutch in 1814,—Ed, 
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APPENDICES 
CHRONOLOGY AND SYNOPSIS OF EVENTS CAPE YORK PENINSULA 
AND FAB NORTH QUEENSLAND 
1606 Luis Vaez de Torres discovered the strai t between the Northern 
coast of Cape York Peninsula and the southern coast of Papua con-
necting the Coral and Arafura Seas. 
1623 Arnhem or Aernem, Dutch yacht from Amboina, Netherlands East 
Indies, left in January for Cape York Peninsula, in company with 
the Pera. On 11 February, nine of her crew were killed and seven 
wounded by New Guinea natives; the skipper died of wounds the next 
day. 
GOLD AND PEARLS, NUTMEGS AND SLAVES 
The expedition had been sent in search of gold, silver iron, copper, 
lead, and pearls. They were also instructed to "di l igently enquire 
whether any sandalwood, nutmegs, cloves, or other aromatic f r u i t s " 
grew fn the region of the Great South Land; whether there was 
any prospect of planting any self-supporting colonies, and " i n places 
where you meet with people . . . by dexterity or otherwise get 
hold of some adults, or still better, young lads or girls, to the end 
that they should be brought up here (to Batavia) , and later, when 
opportunity offers, be broken in at the said quarters . . . . " 
COOK PROVES THE STRAIT 
1770 Cook in the Endeavour sailed along the eastern Australian coast; on 
11 June at 11 p.m. Endeavour struck a coral reef now known as 
Endeavour Reef; on 22 August Cook passed through the strai t 
between Cape York and New Guinea. Cook, who had with him charts 
by Robert de Vaugondy, the noted French cartographer, plainly show-
ing a strait between New Holland and New Guinea, definitely estab-
lished the existence of the Strait, and wrote in his journal : "We have 
put this problem wholly out of dispute; but as I believe it was known 
before, tho' not publicly, I claim no other merit than the clearing 
up of a doubtful point." 
BLIGH AT RESTORATION 
1789 Lieutenant William Bligh, of H.M.S. Bounty, and his 17 loyal fol-
lowers, cast adrift by Fletcher Christian and his fellow mutineers, 
made the longest open-boat voyage in history. On 28 May, they 
found a passage through the Barrier Reef, and on 29 May landed on 
a small rocky island, 380 feet high, lying off Cape Weymouth on the 
east coast of Cape York Peninsula. Bligh named it Restoration 
Island, because the day he landed was the anniversary of the Restora-
tion of Charles I I to the throne of England. He reached Koepang, 
Timor, on 14 June, and arrived at Portsmouth in March 1790. 
VOYAGE OF THE BRYANTS 
1791 William Bryant, a convict, his wife Mary and their two children, 
with seven other convicts, escaped from Por t Jackson, on 28 March, 
in an open boat. After one of the most remarkable voyages in the 
history of navigation, they reached Koepang on 5 June 1791. In 69 
days they had travelled 3,234 miles, navigating an open boat along 
2,000 miles of unknown coastline and through 1,000 miles of coral 
reefs, and crossing 1,200 miles of trackless ocean. One of the convicts 
boasted that they had escaped from the penal settlement in New 
South Wales. They were arrested by the Dutch, and were handed 
over to Captain Edwards of H.M.S. Pandora, which had been wrecked 
on the Barr ier Reef with some of the Bounty mutineers in irons. 
Edwards took the Bryant par ty to Batavia, where Bryant and his 
son died. Captain Edwards took the remainder of the par ty in a 
Dutch ship back to England; three other convicts died at sea. The 
survivors were transferred at the Cape of Good Hope to H.M.S. 
Gorgon, but Mary B r y a n t ' s eldest child, Charlotte, died before the 
ship reached England. James Boswell interested himself in Mary 
Bryan t ' s tragic story, and she was granted a free pardon on being 
brought to trial at Bow Street in July 1792. Of the four surviving 
convicts, two who had been serving life sentences were returned to 
Port Jackson; two were pardoned; one of them—Butcher—enlist ing 
in the New South Wales Corps, arrived back in Sydney in 1795, and 
was granted 25 acres of land in the Petersham district, now a suburb 
of Sydney. Mary Bryant subsequently married a naval officer, and for 
all we know to the contrary, lived happily ever after. 
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THE PANDORA IS WRECKED 
1791 On 23 March 1791, the frigate H.M.S. Pandora, commanded by 
Captain Edward Edwards, in search of the mutineers of the Bounty, 
reached Tahiti and made prisoners of 14 of the mutineers. They were 
placed in a cell 18 ft. x 11 ft. in the forepart of the Pandora's deck, 
their gaol being appropriately dubbed "Pandora's Box." The 14 
prisoners lived manacled hand and foot in this cell for four months. 
After searching in vain among the South Pacific Islands for the 
Bounty and the remaining mutineers, who had reached Pitcairn 
Island, the Pandora turned for home. On her way back she was 
wrecked on the Great Barrier Reef, 10 miles north of Raine Island, 
after drifting 17 hours, during the night of 28 August 1791. The 
Pandora was caught in a maze of coral reefs, a wide gash was torn 
in her hull, and she sank in a few minutes in 15 fathoms. Ten of the 
mutineers were saved. Of the 134 men on board, 31 of the crew and 
four mutineers were drowned. Captain Richards and the survivors, 99 
in all, set out for Timor in Bligh 's Avake, in four open boats. After 
putt ing in at Orford Bay for fresh water, they travelled 1,000 miles 
to Timor, suffering terrible privations. At Timor, Captain Edwards 
obtained another ship, and took his manacled prisoners home to 
England. Tried for the Bounty mutiny, four were acquitted and six 
sentenced to death. Three were subsequently pardoned and three 
were hanged, nearly four years after the offence was committeed. 
1793 The Chesterfield (Capt. Bampton) in company with the Shah Hor-
muzeer (Capt. Alt) sailed from Norfolk Island to investigate what 
was believed to be a feasible new route through Torres Strait. On 
1 July, they sighted Darnley Island. Six of the crew of the Chester-
field went ashore in a whaleboat and were killed by the natives. Two 
others were wounded, but with third surviving member of the whale-
boat ' s crew, they succeeded in escaping. Led by Chief Officer Shaw 
of the Chesterfield they at tempted to regain their ship without success. 
Without provisions or compass they sailed through Torres Strait and 
ten days later reached Timor Laut. 
1792-93 Captain Bligh, after his great open boat voyage in 1789, arrived 
in London in March 1790. He was honourably acquitted at the Court 
Martial held in October to inquire into the loss of H.M.S. Bounty, 
and soon afterwards published A Narrative of the Mutiny on Board 
His Majesty's Ship Bounty. In August 1791, Bligh was sent to 
Tahiti a second time to carry out his original assignment to obtain 
a cargo of breadfruit plants for the West Indies. The expedition 
sailed in H.M.S. Providence and the brig, H.M.S. Assistant, com-
manded by Lieutenant Portlock. In 1793, passing through Torres 
Strait on their re turn from Tahiti, the tw'o ships were attacked by a 
fleet of war canoes manned by the headhunters of Tutu (Warrior 
Island) and had to blast their way through with cannon fire and 
musketry. 
F L I N D E R S ' SURVEYS 
1802 On 22 July, Flinders in the Investigator, in company with Murray in 
the Lady Nelson, followed the coastline which Cook had charted, with 
the intention of surveying Torres Strai t and the western side of Cape 
York Peninsula. The Lady Nelson, on Fl inders ' orders, returned to 
Sydney. On 20 October, the Investigator sailed through a channel in 
the coral and made her way through the Barrier Reef. On 28 October 
Flinders was on the eastern side of Torres Strait , and on 31 October 
anchored near the Prince of Wales Islands. On 3 November he 
entered the Gulf of Carpentaria, and careened his ship . 
INVESTIGATOR TREE 
An exploration party led by Flinders cut into the t runk of a tree 
growing on Sweers Island the name of the ship, and that of Robert 
Devine, 1st Lieutenant. This tree thereafter was known as the 
Investigator Tree. I t had been marked by many voyagers long before 
Fl inders ' day, and on its ancient t runk many more markings were to 
be made by later navigators and visitors until it was uprooted by a 
gale in 1887. Portion of the trunk, with the name Investigator 
visible, and less decipherable markings, is in the Queensland Museum. 
Inscriptions cut on the tree include a number of Chinese characters, 
and the numerals 1706 or 1708. There are other inscriptions and 
dates, Dutch, English, and possibly Chinese from 1781 onwards. The 
visit of H.M.S. Beagle, the ship in which Captain J . Lort Stokes 
surveyed these waters in 1841, is recorded, and various other visitors 
in the 1850's and 1860's , including Captain Norman, of H.M.S. 
Victoria, which went to Gulf waters in 1861 to assist in relief arrange-
ments for the last Burke and Wills expedition, contributed their 
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names to the long list of historic autographs of ships, seafarers, and 
explorers. On the eastern side of the Gulf Flinders identified, with 
some inaccuracies, the rivers laid down from Carstensz 's survey of 
1623 as shown on Tasman's chart. On 18 February 1803, Flinders, 
when off the north-east corner of Arnhem Land, encountered a fleet 
of Malay prahus from Macassar which were in search of the edible 
sea-slug, beche-de-mer. He returned to Por t Jackson on 9 June 1803, 
after an absence of 10 months and 19 days. 
1803 H.M.S. Porpoise, originally Infanta Amelia, a Spanish prize ship, 
commanded by Lieut. Fowler, with Matthew Flinders aboard as a 
passenger, in company with the Cato and the Bridgewater, a trans-
port, left Port Jackson on 10 August taking, on Fl inders ' instruc-
tions, the route via Torres Strai t . On 17 August, the Porpoise 
grounded on Wreck Reef (740 miles north north-east of Sydney) and 
became a total loss. Cato was wrecked in the same locality. The 
Bridgewater made off leaving the wrecked ships and their crews to 
their fate. She sailed on to Batavia and India, but disappeared on 
the voyage home to England and was never heard of again. Flinders 
sailed in a ship 's boat to Sydney, brought the RoUa, Cumberland, 
and Francis back with him, and rescued the survivors. 
1828 The brig Woodlark, bound from Hobart to the Cape of Good Hope 
via Torres Strait, was wrecked on Saumarez Reefs, Coral Sea, on 
18 April. Six lives were lost from a raft. Eighteen survivors of the 
wreck reached Brisbane on 14 May, more dead than alive. 
1829 The Governor Ready, 512 tons, en route from Sydney to Batavia, was 
wrecked in Torres Strait between Murray and Halfway Islands in 
May 1829. In three of the ship ' s boats, the crew sailed 1,500 mlies 
to Timor in 14 days. 
THE CHARLES EATON 
1834 The Charles Eaton, 313 tons, barque, bound from Sydney to Canton 
(Captain G. F. Moore), struck a reef in the Sir Charles Hardy group 
of islands east-north-east of Cape Grenville, in a raging sea in August 
1834. Among the passengers were Captain D'Oyley, an artillery 
officer, who had been transferred from Sydney to India, his wife and 
two children. Five seamen seized the only available boat. They made 
an open boat voyage to Timor Laut, one dying en route. Meanwhile, 
rafts were built by the 27 people who remained aboard the ship. All 
were massacred on landing on Boydon Island by Murray Island head-
hunters, excepting four boys—William and George D'Oyley, the two 
small children of Captain and Mrs. D'Oyley; John Ireland, the 
Steward 's boy; and another youth named Sexton; who were treated 
kindly by the Murray Islanders. Two-year-old William D'Oyley was 
adopted by a native woman. The boys lived with the natives on 
Aureed Island for two months, but were taken subsequently to Murray 
Island. A native named Duppar bought Ireland and the younger 
D'Oyley for the price of two bunches of bananas. George D'Oyley 
and Sexton either became ill and died, or were clubbed to death. 
Nearly two years afterwards William D'Oyley and Ireland were 
rescued by the relief ship Isabella. They were bought from the 
natives for the price of several tomahawks. 
1840 Forty miles to the south of Raine Island, which is 55 miles east-
north-east of Cape Grenville, Cape York Peninsula, the Martha 
Bidgway, of Liverpool, was wrecked in Wreck Bay, Great Barrier 
Reef, near Safe Entrance. She was a conspicuous mark for many 
years afterwards. She drifted on the reef during the night, embayed 
in light breezes, and unable to beat out. Pa r t of the 50th Regiment 
were aboard, but the weather was fine and all aboard were saved by 
an accompanying vessel. 
1844 On 11 September, the Thule, an American whaler, was wrecked on 
Minerva or Booby Shoals, near Bellona Shoals, in the Coral Sea. Two 
boats ' crews, commanded by the master and the second mate, made 
the long voyage safely to Moreton Bay, Nothing more was heard of 
the third boa t ' s crew commanded by the chief mate. I t was generally 
believed that they had landed on the coast north of Brisbane and all 
had been massacred by blacks. 
BARBARA THOMPSON 
1845 About April 1845, the America, a cutter, was wrecked in Torres 
Strait . The America had left Moreton Bay, with a man nanaed 
Thompson, his wife, Barbara, a native of Aberdeen, and four other 
men, in an at tempt to salvage oil from a wrecked whaler on Bampton 
Shoal. A long and arduous search failed to locate the wrecked whaler 
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and quarrels broke out among the party. What happened is a mystery 
that will never be solved. Two men were drowned and a third was 
left marooned on an island. The remaining members of the party, 
Barbara Thompson and her husband, and another man, sailed the 
America in the direction of Torres Strait with the apparent intention 
of making for Por t Essington, but the cutter was wrecked on the 
east coast of Prince of Wales Island. While attempting to swim 
through the heavy surf to the shore after the wreck of the cutter, 
the two men were drowned, but Barbara Thompson was saved by a 
tribe of natives who were encamped on Prince of Wales Island. In 
October 1848, she was rescued on the beach at Cape York by a party 
of seamen from H.M.S. Rattlesnake. See Wild White Men in Queens-
land, Cilento and Lack, Special Centenary Journal R.H.S.Q. 1959 
1). H7 et seq. 
1845 John Gilbert, naturalist , killed, and John Roper and James Calvert 
seriously injured, during a surprise attack at night by Mitchell River 
aborigines on Leichhardt ' s expedition near the Gulf of Carpentaria on 
the night of 28 June 1845. 
1846 Boat ' s crew and supercargo of Thomas Lord, pearl schooner, from 
Sydney, killed by natives of Mulgrave Island, Torres Strait. 
1846 The barque Peruvian, master, Captain Pitkethly (304 tons), bound 
from Sydney to Callao, was wrecked on Bellona Reefs, Coral Sea. 
Of 22 people on board, seven reached the Queensland coast; the only 
one who survived, James Murrell. lived for 17 years with the abori-
gines. (See Wild White Men in Queensland, Cilento and Lack, Special 
Centenary Journal , R.H.S.Q., 1959, p. 84 et seq.) 
1848 On 29 April 1848, Edmund Besley Court Kennedy, who had been 
second in command of Sir Thomas Mitchell 's expedition that had 
discovered the Maranoa River and the Upper Barcoo River, was 
appointed by Governor Fitzroy to lead an exploring expedition from 
Rockingham Bay to Cape York. On 2 December, Kennedy was fatally 
speared by blacks at the mouth of the Escape River. His aboriginal 
servant, Jacky Jacky, was speared over the right eye. 
1849 The schooner Ariel arrived in Sydney with the three survivors of 
the Kennedy expedition, 5 March. 
WRECK OF THE THOMAS KING 
1852 Barque, Thomas King, wrecked in Torres Strait on 17 April 1852. 
Bound for Manila, the Thomas King cleared Sydney Heads on 7 
April. Ten days later, desperately clawing off a lee shore in a gale, 
she crashed on to Cato 's Reef in the Torres Strait . The ship foundered 
in a few minutes. The survivors. Captain Walker, the second mate. 
Dr. Hyslop, the only passenger, and three seamen, reached shore in 
one of the boats. After a hazardous voyage along the coast, they 
reached Wide Bay, near the estuary of the Mary River, abandoned 
the leaking boat, and resumed their journey by land to Brisbane. 
The party was attacked by blacks in the neighbourhood of Cabbage 
Tree Creek, near the present town of Sandgate. Captain Walker and 
a seaman named Sherry, the only survivors, stumbled into a sawyers' 
camp on the outskirts of Brisbane more dead than alive, almost naked, 
with long, matted beards and unkempt hair streaming down almost 
to their shoulders. A search party found the bodies of the second 
mate and the two seamen. They had been clubbed and speared. The 
body of Dr. Hyslop was never found. 
1H56 Schooner Lightning, wrecked and sank off Albany Island, Torres 
Strait . Two boatloads of survivors reached shore, and 12 men in the 
first boat were killed by Torres Strait Islanders, their heads being 
carried off as trophies. 
1859 George Elphinstone Dalrymple 's expedition discovered the Bowen and 
Bogie Rivers and followed the Burdekin down to its gorge. 
1859 Sapphire (749 tons) , emigrant ship, left Sydney for Madras ; wrecked 
near Raine Island, 23 September 1859. Two boats, with members of 
the crew aboard, left the Sir Charles Hardy Islands on 28 September 
and after many perils and privations reached Port Curtis on 19 
February 1860. 
IH60 Expedition of Captain -Tohn Mackay resulted in founding of Mackay. 
The river which he discovered and named the Mackay was later 
named the Pioneer. 
1861 An exploring party in charge of William Landsborough ,searching for 
the lost explorers, Burke and Wills, left Brisbane in the brig Firefly, 
convoyed by H.M.S. Victoria on 14 August 1861. The Firefly went 
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ashore on the Sir Charles Hardy Islands, but was refloated and the 
party reached the mouth of the Albert in the Gulf of Carpentaria. 
Landsborough discovered and named the Gregory River. He also 
discovered the Barkly Tableland, which he named after the Governor 
of Victoria. 
1861 George Elphinstone Dalrymple led an overland par ty which founded 
Bowen, the first settlement in North Queensland. 
1862 The first Governor of Queensland, Sir George Ferguson Bowen, 
returned to Brisbane in H.M.S. Pioneer after a voyage of inspection 
of the eastern coast of Cape York Peninsula. He recommended that 
a settlement should be formed on Albany Island, to be named after 
the Duke of Somerset, the settlement to serve as a harbour of refuge 
and an entrepot for the trade of Torres Strai t and the Pacific. 
Subsequently John Jardine was appointed the first Government Resi-
dent. He decided on a site on the mainland opposite Albany Island, 
and Somerset Residency was established there. 
1863 Prince of Denmark, schooner, sailed from Sydney and on 19 March 
1863 was wrecked on Chesterfield Reefs, Coral Sea. Out of the wreck 
her crew built a cutter which they called the Hamlet's Ghost, and in 
which they reached Brisbane. For history of the Hamlet's Ghost and 
the pseudo-Count Von Attems see paper by Clem Lack, Journal 
R.H.S.Q., Vol. VI, No. 2, p. 378 et seq. 
1864 Expedition of Frank and Alex Jardine to Cape York. They left 
Carpentaria Downs on 11 October 1864, arriving at Somerset in 
March 1865. Hostile blacks dogged them for more than 500 miles. 
On Sunday, 18 December 1864, was fought the " B a t t l e of the 
Mitchell River ' ' between the Jardine par ty and a large mob of 
aborigines. This was one of the few recorded occasions when abori-
ginal warriors stood up to armed white men in pitched battle. 
Hundreds of myalls charged the party, hurling showers of spears. 
The white men, firing ten carbines, used more than 50 rounds of 
ammunition before the blacks fled, leaving scores of killed and 
wounded. 
George Elphinstone Dalrymple led an expedition in the schooner 
Policeman which established the new port of Cardwell, and discovered 
the Herbert River. 
BEGINNINGS OP PEARLING 
1868 Captain William Banner, of the Sydney brig Julia Percy, fished the 
first cargo of pearlshell from Warrior Reef. This was the beginning 
of the Queensland pearling industry. Banner made a bargain with 
Kebisu, chief of Tutu (Warr ior Island) whereby pearls and pearlshell 
were exchanged for tomahawks. Banner took away to Sydney five 
tons of shell, worth £150 a ton. (See Taming of the Great Barrier 
Reef, by Clem Lack, Special Centenary Journal R.H.S.Q. 1959, p. 
142 et seq.) 
1869 Richard Daintree, Queensland geologist and explorer, and partner 
with William Hann, in Maryvale Station, in March discovered payable 
gold on the Gilbert River, and led the first diggers to the field. 
1871 Peri, a small schooner, with 13 Fijian natives dying of thirst and 
starvation, w^as intercepted by H.M.S. Basilisk, and the survivors 
landed at Cardwell on 5 February 1871. They were all that was left 
of a shipload of 80 kidnapped Fijians, who were to be taken to the 
Rewa River, Fiji. Brutally treated, they had murdered the white 
captain and crew, and then drifted for five weeks 1,800 miles to the 
Queensland coast. 
1872 William H a n n ' s expedition into Cape York Peninsula discovered the 
Tate and Walsh Rivers, and the Palmer River. Surveyor Warner 
panned gold in the bed of the Palmer. Hann explored the Palmer and 
named Mount Daintree, Mount Hann, and other geographical land-
marks, and discovered and named the Coleman and Stewart Rivers, 
and the Normanby River. They had to fight their way through hostile 
aboriginal tr ibes. His par ty reached the sea at the Annan River, 
which Hann mistakenly believed was Captain Cook's Endeavour River. 
He also discovered the Daintree River. 
1872 Maria (156 tons) brig, bound from Sydney to New Guinea, was 
wrecked in February on Bramble Reef, off Cardwell. The Maria, 
unseaworthy, with rot ten rigging, was carrying a par ty of gold 
prospectors to New (Guinea. The captain, with six members of the 
crew, seized one of the boats and left the passengers to their fate. 
Two rafts were constructed, but these, with the two remaining boats, 
were insufficient to carry all the members of the party, and several 
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men who clung to the rigging went down with the ship. The captain 
and the six seamen who had deserted the ship landed at "Tarn 
O'Shanter Point, and were attacked by blacks. Three escaped into 
the bush and reached Cardwell. One man rushed into the sea and 
was drowned; the captain and two remaining seamen were clubbed 
to death. The two laden rafts reached a small island. Eight emaciated 
and half-starved survivors, all who remained alive of the 13 men on 
the larger raft, were picked up at Cooper Point by a party of blue-
jackets from H.M.S. Basilisk. The smaller raft was found six miles 
further up the coast and 90 miles nor th from the scene of the wreck. 
All the men on this raft had been killed by the blacks. One of the 
boats reached the mainland, but when the men stepped ashore they 
were attacked by aborigines, the mate and four seamen being speared 
or clubbed to death. Of the remainder who escaped into the scrub, 
two survivors reached Cardwell in the last stages of exhaustion. The 
men in the second boat succeeded in reaching Cardwell. 
1873 James Venture Mulligan and party, setting out from Georgetown on 
5 June, prospected the Palmer River and came back with 102 oz. of 
gold. The Palmer rush followed, and Mulligan led the first party of 
diggers to the new field. In May 1874, Mulligan and party, setting 
out from Cooktown, discovered and named the St. George River. He 
also discovered and named the Hodgkinson River, and Mount Mulli-
gan, traversed the headwaters of the Palmer and Mitchell Rivers, and 
discovered the McLeod River. 
1873 George Elphinstone Dalrymple led an expedition from Cardwell in 
September in the cutters Iljrlng Fish and Coquette to explore the 
mouths of the Moresby, Johnstone, Mulgrave, Bloomfield, and Dain-
tree Rivers. The Endeavour River was opened for shipping to serve 
the Palmer goldfield and Cooktown commenced its existence. 
THE GOTHENBERG DISASTER 
1875 The Gothenherg (501 tons ) , passenger steamship, of Melbourne, 
voyaging from Darwin to Adelaide, was wrecked on Nares Rock, 
Great Barrier Reef, near FlindersPassage, on 24 February. 
Only 27 lives were saved, 102 being lost. The Gothenherg had left 
Darwin on 16 February . Among the large number of passengers 
aboard were several leading citizens of the Territory, including 
Judge Wearing. Many miners were returning to southern ports from 
the Pine Creek (N.T.) diggings, with heavy purse belts about their 
waists, and in their luggage was also a large quantity of gold, apart 
from shipments of gold for the south, totalling some 3,000 oz. The 
Gothenherg had so much gold aboard that she was known as the Gold 
Ship. The Gothenherg had grounded on a shallow reef close to Nares 
Rock at low tide and the passengers accepted without misgiving the 
captain 's assurance that the ship would come off the rock when the 
tide rose. No boats were lowered, and the passengers retired to their 
cabins. During the night a violent storm, accompanied by torrential 
rain and winds of hurricane force, s truck the ship, and heavy seas 
dashed the vessel broadside on to the reef. Mountainous weaves swept 
the decks and many passengers and members of the crew were swept 
overboard before the ship sank soon after daylight. Miners, with the 
weight of gold about their waists, sank like stones. Only one boat 
could be launched, and the survivors aboard were picked up on the 
following day. Divers subsequently recovered many of the bodies of 
drowned passengers and crew, and a box containing 2,500 oz. of gold 
valued at £43,000 was also salvaged. 
1875 French castaway, Narcisse Pelletier, discovered living with aboriginal 
tr ibe near Cape Direction, by the crew of the pearler John Bell. 
Pelletier was taken to Somerset where Frank Jard ine arranged with 
the French consul in Brisbane for his re turn to France. He was 
believed to have come back some years afterwards to Queensland 
and resumed his old life among the blacks. (See paper Cilento and 
Lack, Wild White Men in Queensland, p . 90 et seq. R.H.S.Q. Special 
Centenary Journal 1959. 
1875 Mulligan named H a n n ' s Tableland, discovered the Barron River, and 
his par ty were the first whites on the site of the town of Mareeba. 
He found tin on the Wild River, discovered the Atherton Tableland, 
the Upper Herber t River t r ibutaries, and the King, Hann, and other 
r ivers . 
1876 Payable gold on the Hodgkinson River discovered by Mulligan in 
March 1876. These discoveries led to the founding of Cairns and 
Por t Douglas. 
1876 John Doyle and William Smith explored the scrub-covered ranges 
between the Hodgkinson goldfield and the coast, and found a route to 
Trinity Bay (Cai rns) . Doyle discovered the Barron Falls and Gorge. 
1011 
1876 Town of Smithfield, founded by " B i U " (William) Smith, on the 
Barron River, as port for the Hodgkinson, linking it with Trinity 
Bay. The town was swept away by a flood in 1879. 
1878 Little war breaks out at Lukinville, 40 miles below Palmerville, in 
the Palmer Valley, between Cantonese Chinese and Chinese from 
Macao. The rush to Lukinville occurred about the middle of 1878, 
and there were soon 8,000 Chinese there. Some Macao men invaded 
or jumped the claims of some Cantonese. About 6,000 Cantonese 
fought 2,000 Macao Chinese. Many of them were armed with Snider 
rifles or carbines; others got to close quarters and assailed each other 
with sticks, axes, picks, and shovels. There were only a handful of 
police at Lukinville under Warden Sellheim. They would stop hostili-
ties one day, persuade the Chinese to break up and go back to work, 
and war would break out again the next day. This went on for more 
than a week. The Chinese never revealed their total casualties, but 
it was estimated that about 40 were killed and hundreds wounded, 
some of them so horribly gashed and mutilated with axes and chop-
pers and gunshot wounds that they died of their injuries. 
1878 Onward (286 tons) , barque, wrecked on Bampton Shoal, Coral Sea, 
15 September 1878. The master and most of the crew were lost. 
1879 On 15 August, Robert Logan Jack, Government Geologist, left Cook-
town with a party for Cape Melville and discovered the Starcke, 
Jeanne, Morgan, and Jack Rivers. He traversed the watersheds of 
the lower Normanby, Kennedy, Hann, and Stewart Rivers, which 
Hann and Mulligan had already explored, and turning north to the 
Coen River, returned to Cooktown. Setting out again on 26 November 
he explored the headwaters of the Holroyd, Archer, Batavia, Pascoe, 
MacMillan and other rivers, as far as Cape York. Several encounters 
with aborigines occurred. 
1880 R. L. J ack ' s party reached Somerset on 3 April, completing the 
exploration of Cape York Peninsula. His Northmost Australia, in two 
volumes, detailing the story of Northern exploration, was published 
in 1921. 
1880 Mulligan discovered silver lead near Herber ton. 
1881 Mary Beatrice Watson, wife of R. F. Watson, a beche-de-mer fisher-
man, while alone, except for her infant son and two Chinese servants 
on Lizard Island, 20 miles north-east of Cape Flattery, between the 
Great Barrier Reef and the north-eastern coast of Queensland, was 
attacked by blacks on 27 September. The blacks killed one of the 
Chinese servants and wounded the other; Mrs. Watson drove them 
off with rifle shots. The natives continued to lurk on the island, 
hoAvever, and on 3 Octpber, Mrs. Watson, with her baby and the 
wounded Chinese servant, escaped from the island, putting to sea in 
the lower portion of an iron tank, with a pair of crude oars. They 
succeeded in reaching an island in the Howick group, to the north-
west, where all three died of thirs t . Their bodies, together with a 
brief diary kept for 11 days by Mrs. Watson, were found in January 
1882, by an aboriginal member of the crew of a schooner. The diary 
is preserved in the Oxley Memorial Library and the iron tank in the 
Queensland Museum. An imposing monument to Mrs. Watson was 
erected in Cooktown. In 1956 the Cook Shire Council published aU 
illustrated booklet. The Heroine of Idzard Island. 
1884 J. T. Embley, a surveyor, explored and surveyed all the major rivers 
of Cape York Peninsula. He discovered the Edward, Watson, and 
other streams, and much new country on the watershed of the Gulf 
of Carpentaria. 
1890 At 9 p.m. on 28 February, a night bathed in radiant moonlight, on 
a sea as calm as a millpond, the British India Steam Navigation 
Company's liner Quetta (3,484 tons) . Captain Sanders, master, bound 
from Brisbane to London, via India, struck an uncharted rock in the 
five-miles-wide Adolphus Channel, between Albany and Mount Adol-
phus Island, to the north of Cape York. The crash sheared a huge 
rent in the Quetta's side from the bows to the engine-room, and the 
vessel sank within the space of minutes. The Lascars of the crew and 
several Javanese canecutters, who were passengers from Mourilyan 
to Batavia, became panic-stricken, and added to the horrors of the 
scene by rushing the boats, one of which swamped with the weight of 
numbers. They were driven from the remaining boats by the fists and 
revolver shots of the white officers. A few boats laden with passengers, 
mostly women and children, were finally launched as the upper deck 
of the Quetta was awash. Barely had they rowed away a few yards 
when the Quetta plunged by the head and disappeared beneath the 
calm, moonlit sea. Records in the Registrar-General 's Department in 
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S.S. QUETTA AT PETRIE'S BIGHT, BRISBANE 
Brisbane show that the Quetta carried 291 persons (169 passengers, 
121 officers and crew and a pi lot ) , of whom 133 (98 passengers and 
35 officers and crew) were lost. Among the passengers saved were a 
three-year-old girl, and two girls of about 16 years, Alice Nicklin and 
Emily Lacy. The child (Mary Ann Copland), whose mother perished, 
and whose father had died earlier, was adopted by a Queensland 
family named Brown and given the Christian name Quetta. The two 
older girls Avere both good swimmers, and were in the water for 
several hours, enduring terrifying experiences before they were 
rescued. Emily Lacy spent 36 hours, part ly on a raft, but mostly in 
the water, trying vainly to reach land against the strong currents. 
She was finally picked up by the Government steamer Albatross, 
which had been despatched to the scene of the wreck from Thursday 
Island. Alice Nicklin succeeded, after many hours in the water, in 
swimming to a small sand cay, from which she was later rescued by 
a boat and taken to Somerset suffering terribly from sunburn. Alice 
Nicklin, who was an aunt of the Hon. G. F. R. Nicklin, Premier of 
Queensland, became Mrs. Horsley. She died in Brisbane at the age 
of 81 . A memorial church to the Quetta disaster was later built on 
Thursday Island, and became the cathedral of the Church of England 
diocese of Carpentaria, when this was erected in 1900. 
ESCAPEES FROM NEW CALEDONIA 
1893 Seven French convicts who had escaped from New Caledonia penal 
settlement were captured at Bowen. They had left Noumea on 8 May 
in an open boat 25 ft. in length and 6ft. 6 in. beam, which they had 
stolen. After a terrible voyage of 18 days, during which they eked 
out their scanty w-ater supply by measured mouthfuls, they sighted 
the coast of Queensland, but the boat crashed on to a reef near the 
shore and capsized. They lost all their remaining provisions in the 
surf. In smooth water near the beach they righted the boat and 
continued their journey along the coast. The boat had been damaged 
on the reef and leaked badly and the escapees Avere almost dead from 
hunger, thirst , and exposure Avhen they sighted Whitsunday Island. 
They alloAved the boat to drift in Avith the tide and slumped down 
exhausted in the bottom of the boat. Aborigines saved the lives of 
the escapees. They carried the Avhite men on their backs to their 
camp and nursed them Avith rough kindness, forcing sips of Avater 
through their burnt and swollen lips and feeding them small pieces 
of fish baked on the coals. They Avere discovered by John Witherall, 
a sawmiller and timber merchant, after they had been living Avith the 
blacks almost a month. At first they claimed they Avere shipAvrecked 
seamen, but eventually admitted they were escapees from New 
Caledonia. Next day, Witherall , Avith two of his employees and two 
aboriginals to assist him in manning his cutter Dolphin^ brought the 
convicts to Bowen. Their ages ranged from 2.1 to 45. At Brisbane 
they were identified by French Avarders as escapees and extradited 
back to NeAv Caledonia. 
1894 The Kanahooka, steamship (239 tons) , foundered in the Gulf of 
Carpentaria on 17 January 1894. Many of the passengers Avere saved 
by courageous missionaries and aboriginals. 
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1894 Benard (81 tons) , schooner, bound for Brisbane, left Rubiana, Solo-
mon Islands, 20 January, and was not heard of again. She is believed 
to have been lost in a hurricane off Bampton or Chesterfield Reefs in 
the Coral Sea. 
1899 Pearling luggers caught in converging paths of two cyclones near 
Cape Melville, 4-5 March; 55 vessels and 300 lives lost. 
1911 Yongala (3,644 tons), steamship, Avith passengers, foundered between 
Mackay and Townsville during a hurricane on the night of 23-24 
March. All those on board—120—were lost. 
1923 Douglas Mawson (167 tons) , steamship, foundered Avith the loss of 
20 lives in a cyclone in the Gulf of Carpentaria, while on a voyage 
from Burketown to Thursday Island. 
1957 On 16 December the agreement between the Queensland Government 
and the CommonAvealth Aluminium Corporation P ty . Ltd. for the 
development of the Avest coast of Cape York Peninsula by the mining 
and processing of bauxite in the Weipa area Avas officially signed and 
sealed. 
